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Jesus, the Spirit of God
From "The True Call"

Not only Christians, ot

also Muslims are believe in Jesus and participate
in his birthday celebration, the Christmas.

Muslims believe, that Jesus was one of the
mightiest messengers of God that he was the
Christ, that he was born miraculously without any
male intervention, that he gave life to the dead by
God's permission and that he healed those born
blind and the lepers by God's permission.

In fact, no Muslim is a Muslim if he or she does
not believe in Jesus! Though Jesus is mentioned
by name in twenty-five places in the Holy Quran,
he is also addressed with respect as: Ibn Maryam,
meaning "The son of Mary"; and as the Maseeh
(in Hebrew it is the Messiah), which is translated
as "Christ". He is also known as Abdullah, "The
servant of Allah"; and as Rasul u Allah, the
messenger of Allah. He is spoken of as "The Word
of God", as "The Spirit of God", as a "Sign of God",
and numerous other epithets of honour spread
over fifteen different chapters. The Holy Quran
honours this mighty messenger of God, and the
Muslims have not fallen short over the past
fourteen hundred years in doing the same. There
is not a single disparaging remark in the entire
Quran.

The birth of Jesus Christ is described in two places
of the Quran - chapter 3 and chapter 19. Reading
from the beginning of his birth, we come across
the story of Mary, and the esteemed position,
which she occupies in the House of Islam, before
the birth of Jesus is actually announced.

""Behold'! the angels said: 'O Mary! God hath
chosen thee and purified thee, and chosen thee
above the women of all nations"

The Holy Quran, Chapter 3,Verse 42

"Chosen thee above the women of all nations."
Such an honour is not to be found given to Mary
even in the Christian Bible! The verse continues:
"O Mary! Worship thy Lord devoutly: prostrate
thyself, and bow down (in prayer) with those who
bow down."

The Holy Quran, Chapter 3,Verse 43

There is a Chapter in the Holy Quran, named
Surat u Maryam (Chapter 19) "Chapter Mary",
named in honour of Mary the mother of Jesus
Christ, peace and blessings of Allah be upon him.

Reference:

Taken from “The True Call”
http://www.thetruecall.com
NOT copyrighted

Merry Christmas, Happy New Year

With the current festive season, on behalf
of IWA website, members, friends and
associates of Iranians Community in
Western Australia, “"The Light Publication”
wish you all a Merry Christmas, a very
happy new year 2007 and safe, healthy
and enjoyable holiday time.

Hope that you all have a very successful
new year ahead of you.

The Light, Volume 03, Issue 10, 01/Januray/2009
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Www.iranian.co.nr
All rights reserved

A131008



2 Hosein ibn Ali

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Imam Hosein ibn Ali ibn Abi Talib
(3rd Shaban 4 AH - 10th Muharram 61 AH; 8th
January 626 AD - 10th October 680 AD) was the
grandson of Muhammad and the son of ‘Ali ibn Abi
Talib (final Caliph and first Shi'ah Imam) and
Fatimah Zahra (daughter of Muhammad). Hosein is
an important figure in Islam as he is a member of
the Ahlul Bayt (the household of Muhammad) and
Ahlul Kisa, as well as being a Shi'ah Imam, and one
of The Fourteen Infallibles of Twelvers.

Hosein ibn Ali is revered as a martyr who fought
tyranny, as he refused to pledge allegiance to Yazid
I, the Umayyad caliph. He rose up to create a
regime that would reinstate a “true” Islamic polity
as opposed to what he considered the unjust rule
of the Umayyads. As a consequence, Hosein was
killed and beheaded in the Battle of Karbala in 680
(61AH) by Shimr ibn Thil-Jawshan. The anniversary
of his martyrdom is called ‘Ashiira ( "tenth” day of
Muharram) and is a day of mourning and religious
observance for Shia Muslims. Revenge for Hosein's
death was turned into a rallying cry that helped
undermine the Umayyad caliphate, and gave
impetus to the rise of a powerful Shi'ah movement.

Early life

According to the most reports, Imam Hosein ibn Ali
was born on 3 Sha'aban 4 AH/10 January 626 CE.
He and his brother Imam Hassan were the only
descendants of Prophet Muhammad who remained
alive. Many of the accounts about Prophet
Muhammad's treatment of his grandsons and his
great love for them deal with them together and at
times confuse them. Prophet Muhammad is
reported to have said that "whoever loves them
[his grandsons] loves me and whoever hates them
hates me" and "al-Hasan and al-Hosein are the
sayyids of the youth of Paradise". The latter saying
has been particularly important for Shias who used
it in support of for the right of Muhammad's
descendants to the imamate. Muhammad,
according to other traditions, is pictured with his
grandsons on his knees, on his shoulders, or even
on his back during the prayer at the moment of
prostrating himself. According to Madelung,
Muhammad loved them and declared them as his
Ahl al-Bayt frequently. The Quran has accorded the
Ahl al-Bayt of the Prophet an elevated position
above the rest of the faithful.

In addition to these traditions, a number of
traditions also involve presence of angels. From a
Muslim point of view, these traditions do not
create any problem but to non-Muslims they as
appear legends created under the Shi'i influence.

Ali's followers, Shia, proclaimed that his eldest son
Hassan, who was the successor to Ali's Imamate
should be the caliph and the Islamic tradition must
not be discarded again. Muawiyah had fought Ali
for the leadership of the empire and now prepared
to fight Hassan. After a few inconclusive
skirmishes between the armies of Hassan and
Muawiyah, Hassan reminded his followers of Ali's
position that Imamate is sufficient for
successorship of the prophet and that leading the
Muslim state was not a criterion. Thus, to avoid
agonies of another civil war, he signed a treaty
with Muawiyah and relinquished the control of
what had turned into an Arabian kingdom; while
not having pledged his allegiance to Muawiyah.
Even after taking such a stance, Hassan was
poisoned and killed in 669 by Muawiyah. This left
Hosein as the head of the Alids, the successor to
Hassan's Imamate.

The Light, Volume 03, Issue 10, 01/Januray/2009
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2% Hosein Ibn Ali

N

Hosein and Rashidun
At the time of the siege
of the caliph Uthman's
residence in Medina by
rebels from Egypt, when
Uthman asked Ali to join
the defender of his
house, Ali sent Hassan
and Hosein. When
Uthman asked Hosein if
he thought he would be
able to defend himself
against the rebels, he
demurred, and Uthman
sent him away.

During Ali's caliphate, the brothers Hassan, Hosein,
Muhammad ibn al-Hanafiyyah, and their cousin 'Abd Allah
ibn Jafar appear as his closest assistants within his
household. Imam Hosein stayed in Madina until Muawiyah
died in 680.

He lived under the most difficult outward conditions of
suppression and persecution. This was due to the fact that,
first of all, religious laws and regulations had lost much of
their weight and credit, and the edicts of the Umayyad
government had gained complete authority and power.
Secondly, Mu'awiyah and his aides made use of every
possible means to put aside and move out of the way the
Household of the Prophet and the lovers of Imam Ali and
his sons and thus obliterate the name of Ali and his family.
Muawiyah I ordered for public curses of 'Ali and his major
supporters including Imam Hosein and his brother.
According to Shia and Sunni belief Imam Hosein became
the third Imam for a period of ten years after death of his
brother Imam Hassan in 669. All of this time but the last six
months coinciding with the caliphate of Mu'awiyah

Yazid caliphate

Muawiyah designated his son, Yazid I, as his successor
before his death in 680 CE.

The significance of Hosein's allegiance

Yazid realized that unless Hosein, the grandson of the
prophet and the legitimate successor to Hassan, submits to
his command, his caliphate would not be deemed legitimate
due to the clause in Hassan's treaty with Muawiyah which
forbade Muawiyah from appointing a successor to himself.
Thus, he tried several times to force Hosein into pledging
allegiance to him.

Yazid had claimed that Islam was no more than a game of
the Hashimites to attain temporal power and in the face of
such a claim, had the grandson of the prophet of Islam
submitted to Yazid, it would conclusively affirm Yazid's
position about genuineness of Islam.

When Yazid I became caliph he forced Hosein ibn Ali and
Abd Allah ibn Zubayr to pledge alliance with him, but they
refused and migrated from Madinah to Mecca in that year.
Leaving Medina

Yazid perceived Hosein's refusal to pledge allegiance as a
danger to his throne. He plotted to kill the grandson of the

prophet during the Hajj, in the precincts of the Holy Kaaba,
thus defiling and desecrating it (killing a person in Mecca
is prohibited in Islam).

In order to avoid this sacrilege, Hosein took along his
wives, children, a few friends and relatives and headed
towards Kufa to fulfill the responsibility of the bearer of
Imamate and to fulfill his destiny as was prophesied by his
grandfather, Mohammad.

On his way, he was offered military support by the tribe of
Banu Tayy as well as sanctuary in their hills from where he
could (if he wanted to) safely lead a revolt and overthrow
Yazid. But Hosein refused the offer and continued his
journey with his few companions.

Battle of Karbala

At the Battle of Karbala it is recorded that seventy two
people were martyred. Hosein in his path toward Kufa
encountered the army of Ubayd-Allah ibn Ziyad, the
governor of Kufa, led by al-Hurr al-Riyahi (a top
commander in the Umayyad army who later changed
sides). When he clashed with them he said

"... Don't you see that the truth is not put into action and
the false is not prohibited? The believer has got to be fond
of meeting his God justly. So I do not consider the death
but blessedness and living with the oppressors other than
abjectness."

Part of his speech on Ashura

"... Lo and behold; an ignoble (i.e ibn Ziyad), son of other
ignoble (i.e. Ziyad ibn Abihi), has entangled me in a
bifurcation, between either unsheathing the swords or
accepting abjectness. And far be it that we accept
abjectness. Allah abominates that for us, plus his prophet,
believers, the chaste pure gentlewomen, those who do not
accept oppression as well as the souls who do not submit
to meanness abominate it. They disapprove that we prefer
obedience of scrooges to the best sites of murder. Beware;
I assault you together with this family while they are few
and when the helpers deserted. ... "

On October 10 680 (Muharram 10, 61 AH), he and his
small group of his followers and family members, who
were between 108 and 136 men of Hosein ibn Ali (the
grandson of Muhammad)., fought with a large army of
perhaps 4000 men under the command of Umar ibn Sa'ad,
son of the founder of Kufah. Hosein and all of his men were
kiled and beheaded. The bodies were left three days
without burial and all the heads and whomever was left
from Husain's family were taken as prisoners to al-Sham
(Syria and Lebanon today) to Yazid

Today, the death of Hussein ibn Ali is commemorated
during every Muharram, with the most important of these
days being its tenth day, Ashura.

Burial

Hosein's body is buried in Karbala, near the site of his
death. His head was later retrieved and interred with his
body. The Imam Hosein Shrine was later built over his
grave; it is now a holy site of pilgrimage for Shia Muslims.
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Commemoration of Hosein ibn Ali

Day of Ashura is commemorated by the Shi‘a as a day of mourning for the martyrdom of Hosein ibn Ali, the
grandson of the Islamic prophet Muhammad at the Battle of Karbala. In some countries and regions such as
Iran, Iraq, Pakistan, India, Bahrain, Trinidad and Tobago and Jamaica Commemoration of Hosein ibn Ali has
become a national holiday and all ethnic and religious communities participate in it.

It is especially mourn on the first ten days of Muharram, first month of the Islamic calendar, and ends by the
10th day. Although, the mourning continues through the whole month and well into Safar till eighth
rabi-ul-awal, the third month in the Islamic calendar.

Shi'a views of Hosein

Shi'as regard Hosein as an Imam (lord of the spiritual kingdom) and a martyr. He is believed to be the third
imam. He set out on his path in order to save Islam and the Ummah from annihilation at the hands of Yazid.
According to Shi'a belief he was a willing sacrifice to religious necessity, and Shi'as view Hosein as an exemplar
of courage and resistance against tyranny. Ashura, a day of mourning and self-reflection, is held in honor of
his suffering.

As a reward for Hosein's suffering, he will be allowed to intercede for the faithful on the day of judgment.
The saying, "Every day is Ashura, every land is Karbala," is a reminder to live one's life as Hosein did on Ashura,
with total sacrifice to Allah and for others. This saying also signifies "We must always remember, because there
is suffering everywhere".
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Reference:

Taken from Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Husayn ibn Ali
Copyright (c) 2008 Morteza Tabatabaee.

Permission is granted to copy, distribute and/or modify this article - Hosein in Ali - (only) under the terms of
GNU General Public License. It is subject to the terms of the "GNU Free Documentation License, Version 1.2
or any later version published by the Free Software Foundation.”

See: http://www.gnu.org/licenses/fdl.txt
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24 Trades and Businesses

Tabatabaee Persian Carpet

Half of century T ﬂ;;?&; T T # ]
experiences ano T L .
history in carpet | -.
whole sell 5 o
business with }‘? ¥
carpet vetailers gﬁ
i
and exporters. !*;
Handmade i *iB
carpets and rugs -'
from o
Kashmar, |

Mashad, B’ug'awo{, Kashan,
Tabriz, Esfahan ano Naeew.

No. 1, Level 1, Shadkam Carpet Mall,
Mashad Grand Bazar (Bazar Sarshour)
Mashad, Iran.

Director: Mohammad Reza Tabatabaee

Export Manager: Hamid Reza Tabatabaee

Phone: +98 511 2258431
Mobile: +98 915 5100 646
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2 Contentment
Saadi

That man knows not God, shows no obedience.
Who with his luck and daily-bread is not content;
Contentment makes men wealthy:

Inform the greedy one of this, who scours the
world!

Acquire of rest a measure, you who lack stability,
For herbage will not grow upon a rolling stone.
Cherish not your body, be you a man of judgment
and good-sense,

For when you cherish it you kill it;

Wise men are virtue-cherishers,

While the body-cherishers are lean of virtue.

A person can heed humanity's course

Only when he's silenced the lower-self's dog
Eating and sleeping are but the way of beasts -
Persisting therein is the practice of the unwise.
Happy the fortunate man who, in a nook,
Acquires of knowledge a goodly supply;

Those to whom Truth's secret has been divulged
Will never choose Error in preference thereto;

But when one knows not dark from light,
Demon's aspect, huri countenance - both are one,
the same!

Yourself you've cast into a pit because

You knew not pit from highway.

How shall the young falcon fly to heaven's pinnacle
When to his royal feathers you've tied desire's
stone?

But free his skirt from the grasp of concupiscence,
And he'll go right to Sidra of the Ultimate Extreme.
By lessening consumption below one's habit,
One's person may be made angelic-natured;

But how shall a wild thing's course attain to angels?
From wet earth to the heavens none can fly:

First you must practise behaviour that's human,
Then you may think to be angelic-natured!

You're the girth upon a restive colt:

Look lest he twist his head from your authority,

For if he wrest the rein from out your hand,
Himself he will kin and shed your blood too!

Eat your provisions, if you be human, in manner
measured:

Full-bellied, are you man or vat?

Your innards are the place for food, divine
remembrance, breath:

Think you they are for bread alone?

Within a bag of desire, how fits divine
remembrance?

Puffed-up people draw breath with difficulty!

Are not the body-cherishers aware

That the full-bowelled man, of Wisdom is devoid?
The eyes and the belly can never be filled:

Better those writhing guts were empty!

Like Hell they are, which (though with fuel it's
sated)

Still cries aloud: 'Is there yet more to come?'

The Jesus of you dies for leanness,

Yet you're involved in cherishing the ass:

Buy not the world at such a price. you worthless
one,

Nor buy the ass with Jesus' Gospel!

Do you not see that beasts, both wild and tame,
Are cast into the snare merely by greed to eat?

The leopard, which above all wild things lifts its
head,

Falls in the snare for eating's sake - j ustlike a mouse!
He whose bread and cheese you cat, mouselike -
Into his snare you'll fall and cat his arrows too!

Taken from Chapter Six of "The Bustan of Sheikh Moslehedin Saadi Shirazi", the publication no. 46 of
Iranian National Commission for Unesco, Third edition, 1997, Tehran, Translated by G. M. Wickns
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The fox and the rooster

Translated by Morteza Tabatabaee

Once upon a time, a fox was passing a village, where saw a rooster

walking around. Slowly walked toward the rooster.

Hello my friend. How are you
going? Your father was a friend of
mine and we had very good days
together. He had a very beautiful
sound and often he was singing
for me.

How is your sound? Can you sing
as nice as your father? The fox
said.

Fox’s trick affected. Yes, of
course. My sound is even better
than my dad’s, and I will show
you right away. The rooster said.

Rooster closed his eyes and started to sing. As soon as rooster closed his eyes,
the fox jumped and caught the rooster and ran away.

The villagers’ dogs saw the fox and followed him. The fox was running and the
dogs were behind him.

Everything happened fast and the rooster didn’t know what to do. He tried to
found a way out.

If you want that dogs leave you alone tell them that you didn’t caught me from
their village. The rooster said.

Although the fox was clever, but beguiled and opened his mouth to talk. As
soon as the fox opened his mouth, the rooster jumped out over a tree.

Hopeless fox looked at the rooster and said: Damn the mouth that opens
untimely, and rooster said: Damn the eyes that closes untimely.

Reference:
Original Story taken from Farsi literature book of grade two of Iranian primary Schools.

Read more good stories at www.goodstories.co.nr
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