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Avicenna, Philosopher & Physician
From Wikipedia, th e f ree enc y c l opedia

Name: Abu Ali Al-Husayn ibn Abd Allah ibn Sina 
B alk hi ( Av ic e nna)
T i t l e: Shar af  al-M ulk ,  Huj j at  al-Haq ,  She ik h al-
R aye e s
B i r t h : ap p r o x im at e ly 9 8 0  C E  /  3 7 0  AH
D eat h : 1 0 3 7  C E  /  4 2 8  AH
E t h n i c i t y : P e r sian
R eg i o n : C e nt r al Asia and P e r sia
M ad d h ab : T w e lv e r  Shi' a M uslim
S c h o o l  t r ad i t i o n : Av ic e nnism
M ai n  i n t er es t s : I slam ic  m e dic ine ,  alc he m y and 
c he m ist r y in I slam ,  I slam ic  ast r o no m y,  I slam ic  
e t hic s,  e ar ly I slam ic  p hilo so p hy,  I slam ic  st udie s,  
lo g ic  in I slam ic  p hilo so p hy,  I slam ic  g e o g r ap hy,  
I slam ic  m at he m at ic s,  I slam ic  p syc ho lo g ic al 
t ho ug ht ,  I slam ic  p hysic s,  Ar abic  p o e t r y,  P e r sian 
p o e t r y,  I slam ic  sc ie nc e ,  K alam ,  P ale o nt o lo g ist
No t ab l e i d eas : F at he r  o f  m o de r n m e dic ine  and t he  
c o nc e p t  o f  m o m e nt um ,  f o unde r  o f  Av ic e nnism  and 
Av ic e nnian lo g ic ,  f o r e r unne r  o f  p syc ho analysis,  
p io ne e r  o f  ar o m at he r ap y and ne ur o p syc hiat r y,  and 
im p o r t ant  c o nt r ibut o r  t o  g e o lo g y.
W o r k s : T he  C ano n o f  M e dic ine  and T he  B o o k  o f  
He aling
I n f l u en c es : Hip p o c r at e s,  Sushr ut a,  C har ak a,  
Ar ist o t le ,  G ale n,  P lo t inus,  N e o p lat o nism ,  I ndian 
m at he m at ic s,  M uham m ad,  J a' f ar  al-Sadiq ,  W asil 
ibn At a,  al-K indi,  al-F ar abi,  al-R az i,  al-B ir uni,  
M uslim  p hysic ians
I n f l u en c ed : Abu R ayhan al-B ir uni,  O m ar  
K hayyá m ,  Alg az e l,  Abubac e r ,  Av e r r o e s,  N asir  al-
D in al-T usi,  I bn al-N af is,  Av e r r o ism ,  Sc ho last ic ism ,  
Albe r t us M ag nus,  D uns Sc o t us,  T ho m as Aq uinas,  
J e an B ur idan,  G iam bat t ist a B e ne de t t i,  G alile o  
G alile i,  W illiam  Har v e y,  R e né  D e sc ar t e s,  Sp ino z a

Abu Ali al-Husayn ibn Abd Allah ibn Sina 
( b o r n  c .  9 8 0  n e a r  B u k h a r a ,  K h o r a s a n ,  d i e d  1 0 3 7  
i n  H a m e d a n ) ,  a l s o  k n o w n  a s  I bn Se e na a n d  
c o m m o n l y  k n o w n  i n  E n g l i s h  b y  h i s  L a t i n i z e d  
n a m e  Av ic e nna ,  w a s  a  P e r s i a n ,  p o l y m a t h  a n d  
t h e  f o r e m o s t  p h y s i c i a n  a n d  p h i l o s o p h e r  o f  h i s  
t i m e .  H e  w a s  a l s o  a n  a s t r o n o m e r ,  c h e m i s t ,  
g e o l o g i s t ,  H a f i z ,  l o g i c i a n ,  p a l e o n t o l o g i s t ,  
m a t h e m a t i c i a n ,  p h y s i c i s t ,  p o e t ,  p s y c h o l o g i s t ,  
s c i e n t i s t ,  S h e i k h ,  s o l d i e r ,  s t a t e s m a n ,  t e a c h e r  a n d  
I s l a m i c  t h e o l o g i a n .
I b n  S i n a  w r o t e  a l m o s t  4 5 0  t r e a t i s e s  o n  a  w i d e  
r a n g e  o f  s u b j e c t s ,  o f  w h i c h  a r o u n d  2 4 0  h a v e  
s u r v i v e d .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  1 5 0  o f  h i s  s u r v i v i n g  
t r e a t i s e s  c o n c e n t r a t e  o n  p h i l o s o p h y  a n d  4 0  o f  
t h e m  c o n c e n t r a t e  o n  m e d i c i n e .  H i s  m o s t  f a m o u s  
w o r k s  a r e  The Book of Healing ,  a  v a s t  
p h i l o s o p h i c a l  a n d  s c i e n t i f i c  e n c y c l o p e d i a ,  a n d  
The C anon of M ed ic ine ,  w h i c h  i s  a  s t a n d a r d  
m e d i c a l  t e x t  a t  m a n y  I s l a m i c  a n d  E u r o p e a n  
u n i v e r s i t i e s .  
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The Canon of Medicine w a s  u s ed  a s  a  t ex t - b o o k  i n  t he 
u n i v er s i t i es  o f  M o n t p el l i er  a n d  L o u v a i n  a s  l a t e a s  1 6 5 0 .  I b n  
S i n a  d ev el o p ed  a  m ed i c a l  s y s t em  t ha t  c o m b i n ed  hi s  o w n  
p er s o n a l  ex p er i en c e w i t h t ha t  o f  I s l a m i c  m ed i c i n e,  t he 
m ed i c a l  s y s t em  o f  t he G r eek  p hy s i c i a n  G a l en ,  A r i s t o t el i a n  
m et a p hy s i c s  ( A v i c en n a  w a s  o n e o f  t he m a i n  i n t er p r et er s  o f  
A r i s t o t l e) ,  a n d  a n c i en t  P er s i a n ,  M es o p o t a m i a n  a n d  I n d i a n  
m ed i c i n e.  H e w a s  a l s o  t he f o u n d er  o f  A v i c en n i a n  l o g i c  a n d  
t he p hi l o s o p hi c a l  s c ho o l  o f  A v i c en n i s m ,  w hi c h w er e 
i n f l u en t i a l  a m o n g  b o t h M u s l i m  a n d  S c ho l a s t i c  t hi n k er s .
I b n  S i n a  i s  r eg a r d ed  a s  a  f a t her  o f  ea r l y  m o d er n  m ed i c i n e,  
a n d  c l i n i c a l  p ha r m a c o l o g y   p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  hi s  i n t r o d u c t i o n  
o f  s y s t em a t i c  ex p er i m en t a t i o n  a n d  q u a n t i f i c a t i o n  i n t o  t he 
s t u d y  o f  p hy s i o l o g y ,  hi s  d i s c o v er y  o f  t he c o n t a g i o u s  n a t u r e 
o f  i n f ec t i o u s  d i s ea s es ,  t he i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  q u a r a n t i n e t o  l i m i t  
t he s p r ea d  o f  c o n t a g i o u s  d i s ea s es ,  t he i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  
ex p er i m en t a l  m ed i c i n e,  ev i d en c e- b a s ed  m ed i c i n e,  c l i n i c a l  
t r i a l s ,  r a n d o m i z ed  c o n t r o l l ed  t r i a l s ,  ef f i c a c y  t es t s ,  c l i n i c a l  
p ha r m a c o l o g y ,  n eu r o p s y c hi a t r y ,  r i s k  f a c t o r  a n a l y s i s ,  a n d  
t he i d ea  o f  a  s y n d r o m e,  a n d  t he i m p o r t a n c e o f  d i et et i c s  a n d  
t he i n f l u en c e o f  c l i m a t e a n d  en v i r o n m en t  o n  hea l t h.  H e i s  
a l s o  c o n s i d er ed  t he f a t her  o f  t he f u n d a m en t a l  c o n c ep t  o f  
m o m en t u m  i n  p hy s i c s ,  a n d  r eg a r d ed  a s  a  p i o n eer  o f  
a r o m a t her a p y  f o r  hi s  i n v en t i o n  o f  s t ea m  d i s t i l l a t i o n  a n d  
ex t r a c t i o n  o f  es s en t i a l  o i l s .  H e a l s o  d ev el o p ed  t he c o n c ep t  
o f  u n i f o r m i t a r i a n i s m  a n d  l a w  o f  s u p er p o s i t i o n  i n  g eo l o g y .
G eo r g e S a r t o n ,  a n  a u t ho r  o f  t he hi s t o r y  o f  s c i en c e,  w r o t e i n  
t he I nt r odu ct ion t o t h e H is t or y  of S cience:

R e f e r e nc e :
Taken from Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Avicenna
C opyrig ht ( c)  2 0 0 8  M ortez a Tab atab aee.
P ermis s ion is  g ranted to copy, dis trib u te and/ or modify this  article  -  A v icenna, the G reat P ers ian P hilos opher 
and P hys ician -  ( only)  u nder the terms  of G N U  G eneral P u b lic L icens e.  I t is  s u b j ect to the terms  of the “ G N U  
F ree D ocu mentation L icens e, V ers ion 1 . 2  or any later v ers ion pu b lis hed b y the F ree S oftw are F ou ndation. ”  
S ee:  http: / / w w w . g nu . org / licens es / fdl. tx t

The ' Q a n u n  f i - l - Ti b b '  i s  a n  i m m en s e en c y c l o p ed i a  o f  
m ed i c i n e.  I t  c o n t a i n s  s o m e o f  t he m o s t  i l l u m i n a t i n g  
t ho u g ht s  p er t a i n i n g  t o  d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  m ed i a s t i n i t i s  f r o m  
p l eu r i s y ;  c o n t a g i o u s  n a t u r e o f  p ht hi s i s ;  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  
d i s ea s es  b y  w a t er  a n d  s o i l ;  c a r ef u l  d es c r i p t i o n  o f  s k i n  
t r o u b l es ;  o f  s ex u a l  d i s ea s es  a n d  p er v er s i o n s ;  o f  n er v o u s  
a i l m en t s . "
A v i c en n a  c r ea t ed  a n  ex t en s i v e c o r p u s  o f  w o r k s  d u r i n g  
w ha t  i s  c o m m o n l y  k n o w n  a s  I s l a m ' s  G o l d en  A g e ( c a  1 0 - 1 1  
c en t u r y  C E ) ,  i n  w hi c h t he t r a n s l a t i o n s  o f  G r a ec o - R o m a n ,  
N eo -  a n d  M i d - P l a t o n i c ,  a n d  A r i s t o t el i a n  t ex t s  b y  t he K i n d i  
s c ho o l s  w er e c o m m en t ed ,  r ed a c t ed  a n d  d ev el o p ed  
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  b y  I s l a m i c  i n t el l ec t u a l s ,  a s  w el l  a s  b u i l d i n g  
u p o n  P er s i a n  a n d  I n d i a n  m a t hem a t i c a l  s y s t em s ,  
a s t r o n o m y ,  a l g eb r a ,  t r i g o n o m et r y ,  a n d  m ed i c i n e.  S a m a n i d  
d y n a s t y  i n  G r ea t er  K ho r a s a n  a n d  c en t r a l  A s i a  a s  w el l  a s  
B u w a y hi d  o n  i n  w es t er n  p a r t  o f  P er s i a  a n d  I r a q  c o u l d  
p r o v i d e a  t hr i v i n g  a t m o s p her e f o r  s c ho l a r l y  a n d  c u l t u r a l  
d ev el o p m en t .  U n d er  t he S a m a n i d s ,  B u k ha r a  r i v a l l ed  
B a g hd a d  a s  a  c u l t u r a l  c a p i t a l  o f  I s l a m .  
The s t u d y  o f  Q u r a n  a n d  H a d i t h t hr o v e i n  s u c h a  s c ho l a r l y  
a t m o s p her e.  P hi l o s o p hy  F i q h a n d  t heo l o g y  k a l a m  w er e 
f u r t her  d ev el o p ed ,  m o s t  n o t i c ea b l y  b y  A v i c en n a  a n d  hi s  
o p p o n en t s .  a l - R a z i  a n d  A l - F a r a b i  ha d  p r o v i d ed  
m et ho d o l o g y  a n d  k n o w l ed g e i n  m ed i c i n e a n d  p hi l o s o p hy .  
A v i c en n a  c o u l d  u s e t he g r ea t  l i b r a r i es  o f  B a l k h,  
K hw a r ez m ,  G o r g a n ,  R ey ,  I s f a ha n  a n d  H a m ed a n .  A s  
v a r i o u s  t ex t s ,  s u c h a s  t he ' A hd  w i t h B a hm a n y a r  s ho w ,  he 
d eb a t ed  p hi l o s o p hi c a l  p o i n t s  w i t h t he g r ea t es t  s c ho l a r s  o f  
t he t i m e.  A s  A r u z i  S a m a r q a n d i  d es c r i b es  i n  hi s  f o u r  
a r t i c l es  b ef o r e A v i c en n a  l ef t  K hw a r ez m  he ha d  m et  a l -
B i r u n i  ( a  n o t ed  s c i en t i s t  a n d  a s t r o n o m er ) ,  A b u  N a s r  I r a q i  
( a  r en o w n ed  m a t hem a t i c i a n ) ,  A b u  a l - K ha y r  K ha m m a r  ( a  
g r ea t  p hy s i c i a n )  a n d  A b u  S a hl  M a s i hi  ( a  r es p ec t ed  
p hi l o s o p her ) .

Avicenna, Philosopher & Physician

" O n e o f  t he m o s t  
f a m o u s  ex p o n en t s  
o f  M u s l i m  
u n i v er s a l i s m  a n d  
a n  em i n en t  f i g u r e 
i n  I s l a m i c  l ea r n i n g  
w a s  I b n  S i n a ,  
k n o w n  i n  t he W es t  
a s  A v i c en n a  ( 9 8 1 -
1 0 3 7 ) .  F o r  a  
t ho u s a n d  y ea r s  he 
ha s  r et a i n ed  hi s  
o r i g i n a l  r en o w n  a s  
o n e o f  t he g r ea t es t  
t hi n k er s  a n d  
m ed i c a l  s c ho l a r s  i n  
hi s t o r y .  
H i s  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  
m ed i c a l  w o r k s  a r e 
t he Q a n u n  ( C a n o n )  
a n d  a  t r ea t i s e o n  
C a r d i a c  d r u g s .
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Tabatabaee Persian Carpet
Half of century 
ex p eri ences  and  
h i s tory i n carp et 

w h ole s ell 
b us i nes s  w i th  
carp et retai lers  
and  ex p orters .
 Hand m ad e 

carp ets  and  rug s  
from

K as h m ar,
 M as h ad ,  B i rj and ,  K as h an,  
T ab ri z ,  E s fah an and  N aeen.

No. 1, Level 1, Shadkam Carpet Mall,
Mas had G ran d B az ar ( B az ar Sars hou r)

Mas had, I ran .

D i rec tor:  Mohammad R ez a T ab atab aee
E x port Man ag er:  H ami d R ez a T ab atab aee

P hon e:  + 9 8  5 11 2 2 5 8 4 3 1
Mob i le:  + 9 8  9 15  5 10 0  6 4 6

T rad es and  B u sinesses
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F oot print s
U n kn ow n

Footprints 
One night I had a dream !

I dreamed I w as  w al k ing al o ng the b eac h w ith the  G o d
and ac ro s s  the s k y  f l as hed s c enes  f ro m my  l if e.  

F o r eac h s c ene I no tic ed tw o  s ets  o f  f o o tp rints ,  
o ne b el o nged to  me and the o ther to  the G o d.  

W hen the l as t s c ene o f  my  l if e f l as hed b ef o re me,
I l o o k ed b ac k  at the f o o tp rints  in the s and.

I no tic ed that many  times  al o ng the p ath o f  my  l if e,
there w as  o nl y  o ne s et o f  f o o tp rints .

I al s o  no tic ed that it hap p ened at the v ery  l o w es t
and s addes t times  in my  l if e.  

T his  real l y  b o thered me and I q u es tio ned the G o d ab o u t it.  
" G o d,  y o u  s aid that o nc e I dec ided to  f o l l o w  y o u ,

y o u  w o u l d w al k  w ith me al l  the w ay " ,
b u t I hav e no tic ed that du ring the mo s t tro u b l es o me times  in my  l if e

there is  o nl y  o ne s et o f  f o o tp rints .  
" I do n' t u nders tand w hy  in times  w hen I needed y o u  mo s t,

y o u  s ho u l d l eav e me. "  
T he G o d rep l ied,  " M y  p rec io u s ,  p rec io u s  c hil d,
I l o v e y o u  and I w o u l d nev er,  nev er l eav e y o u

du ring y o u r times  o f  trial  and s u f f ering.  
" W hen y o u  s aw  o nl y  o ne s et o f  f o o tp rints ,

it w as  then that I c arried y o u "

Taken from h t t p : / / w w w . w ow z one. c om/ fp ri nt s . h t m
w ri t t en ei t h er b y  

M ary  S t ev ens on,  or M arg aret  F i s h b ac k P ow ers ,  or C arol y n C art y
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L iar S hepherd
T ran s l at ed b y  M ort ez a T ab at ab aee

The people ran toward him 
in a panic  to s av e him and 
his  herd f rom the wolf  
attac k .
W hen the people reac hed 
him,  they  s aw no wolf  was  
there and the s hepherd was  
lau g hing  at them.
The people u nders tand that 
he lied ag ain.

O ne day ,  really  a wolf  attac k ed the s hepherd and his  herd.
S hepherd c ried f or help.  P eople thou g ht he was  ly ing  ag ain and 
av oid g oing  f or help.
N ob ody  helped him.  L iar s hepherd lef t alone and wolf  ripped ou t 
his  s heep.

Moral
Y ou  c an n ot  b e li e v e  a li ar,  e v e n  w h e n  h e  t e lls  t h e  t ru t h .

Reference:
Original Story taken from Farsi literature book of grade two of Iranian primary Schools.
R ead more good stories at www.goodstories.co.nr

Once upon a time, there liv ed a s hepherd in a v illag e that 
time to time s hou ted:  H elp,  H elp,  There’ s  a wolf  here.  W olf .  W olf .
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M ort ez a T ab at ab aee

S aied  T ab at ab aee

M ort ez a + 6 1  ( 0 )  4 0 5  7 6 6  2 0 8


