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Bridgetown Camping
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12 Years Old
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3  Avicenna, Philosopher & Physician
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Name: Abu Ali Al-Husayn ibn Abd Allah ibn Sina
Balkhi (Avicenna)

Title: Sharaf al-Mulk, Hujjat al-Haq, Sheikh al-
Rayees

Birth: approximately 980 CE /370 AH

Death: 1037 CE /428 AH

Ethnicity: Persian

Region: Central Asia and Persia

Maddhab: Twelver Shi'a Muslim

School tradition: Avicennism

Main interests: Islamic medicine, alchemy and
chemistry in Islam, Islamic astronomy, Islamic
ethics, early Islamic philosophy, Islamic studies,
logic in Islamic philosophy, Islamic geography,
Islamic mathematics, Islamic psychological
thought, Islamic physics, Arabic poetry, Persian
poetry, Islamic science, Kalam, Paleontologist
Notable ideas: Father of modern medicine and the
concept of momentum, founder of Avicennism and
Avicennian logic, forerunner of psychoanalysis,
pioneer of aromatherapy and neuropsychiatry, and
important contributor to geology.

Works: The Canon of Medicine and The Book of
Healing

Influences: Hippocrates, Sushruta, Charaka,
Aristotle, Galen, Plotinus, Neoplatonism, Indian
mathematics, Muhammad, Ja'far al-Sadiq, Wasil
ibn Ata, al-Kindi, al-Farabi, al-Razi, al-Biruni,
Muslim physicians

Influenced: Abu Rayhan al-Biruni, Omar
Khayyam, Algazel, Abubacer, Averroes, Nasir al-
Din al-Tusi, Ibn al-Nafis, Averroism, Scholasticism,
Albertus Magnus, Duns Scotus, Thomas Aquinas,
Jean Buridan, Giambattista Benedetti, Galileo
Galilei, William Harvey, René Descartes, Spinoza

Abu Ali al-Husayn ibn Abd Allah ibn Sina
(born c. 980 near Bukhara, Khorasan, died 1037
in Hamedan), also known as Ibn Seena and
commonly known in English by his Latinized
name Avicenna, was a Persian, polymath and
the foremost physician and philosopher of his
time. He was also an astronomer, chemist,
geologist, Hafiz, logician, paleontologist,
mathematician, physicist, poet, psychologist,
scientist, Sheikh, soldier, statesman, teacher and
Islamic theologian.

Ibn Sina wrote almost 450 treatises on a wide
range of subjects, of which around 240 have
survived. In particular, 150 of his surviving
treatises concentrate on philosophy and 40 of
them concentrate on medicine. His most famous
works are The Book of Healing, a vast
philosophical and scientific encyclopedia, and
The Canon of Medicine, which is a standard
medical text at many Islamic and European
universities.
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Avicenna, Philosopher & Physician

The Canon of Medicine was used as a text-book in the
universities of Montpellier and Louvain as late as 1650. Ibn
Sina developed a medical system that combined his own
personal experience with that of Islamic medicine, the
medical system of the Greek physician Galen, Aristotelian
metaphysics (Avicenna was one of the main interpreters of
Aristotle), and ancient Persian, Mesopotamian and Indian
medicine. He was also the founder of Avicennian logic and
the philosophical school of Avicennism, which were
influential among both Muslim and Scholastic thinkers.

Ibn Sina is regarded as a father of early modern medicine,
and clinical pharmacology particularly for his introduction
of systematic experimentation and quantification into the
study of physiology, his discovery of the contagious nature
of infectious diseases, the introduction of quarantine to limit
the spread of contagious diseases, the introduction of
experimental medicine, evidence-based medicine, clinical
trials, randomized controlled trials, efficacy tests, clinical
pharmacology, neuropsychiatry, risk factor analysis, and
the idea of a syndrome, and the importance of dietetics and
the influence of climate and environment on health. He is
also considered the father of the fundamental concept of
momentum in physics, and regarded as a pioneer of
aromatherapy for his invention of steam distillation and
extraction of essential oils. He also developed the concept
of uniformitarianism and law of superposition in geology.
George Sarton, an author of the history of science, wrote in
the Introduction to the History of Science:

"One of the most
famous exponents
of Muslim
universalism and
an eminent figure
in Islamic learning
was Ibn Sina,
known in the West
as Avicenna (981-
1037). For a
thousand years he
has retained his
original renown as
one of the greatest

thinkers and
medical scholars in
history.

His most important
medical works are
the Qanun (Canon)
and a treatise on
Cardiac drugs.

Reference:

o
=

=
=
s

The 'Qanun fi-I-Tibb' is an immense encyclopedia of
medicine. It contains some of the most illuminating
thoughts pertaining to distinction of mediastinitis from
pleurisy; contagious nature of phthisis; distribution of
diseases by water and soil; careful description of skin
troubles; of sexual diseases and perversions; of nervous
ailments."

Avicenna created an extensive corpus of works during
what is commonly known as Islam's Golden Age (ca 10-11
century CE), in which the translations of Graeco-Roman,
Neo- and Mid-Platonic, and Aristotelian texts by the Kindi
schools were commented, redacted and developed
substantially by Islamic intellectuals, as well as building
upon Persian and Indian mathematical systems,
astronomy, algebra, trigonometry, and medicine. Samanid
dynasty in Greater Khorasan and central Asia as well as
Buwayhid on in western part of Persia and Iraq could
provide a thriving atmosphere for scholarly and cultural
development. Under the Samanids, Bukhara rivalled
Baghdad as a cultural capital of Islam.

The study of Quran and Hadith throve in such a scholarly
atmosphere. Philosophy Figh and theology kalam were
further developed, most noticeably by Avicenna and his
opponents. al-Razi and Al-Farabi had provided
methodology and knowledge in medicine and philosophy.
Avicenna could use the great libraries of Balkh,
Khwarezm, Gorgan, Rey, Isfahan and Hamedan. As
various texts, such as the 'Ahd with Bahmanyar show, he
debated philosophical points with the greatest scholars of
the time. As Aruzi Samarqandi describes in his four
articles before Avicenna left Khwarezm he had met al-
Biruni (a noted scientist and astronomer), Abu Nasr Iraqi
(a renowned mathematician), Abu al-Khayr Khammar (a
great physician) and Abu Sahl Masihi (a respected
philosopher).

Taken from Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Avicenna

Copyright (c) 2008 Morteza Tabatabaee.

Permission is granted to copy, distribute and/or modify this article - Avicenna, the Great Persian Philosopher

and Physician - (only) under the terms of GNU General Public License. It is subject to the terms of the "GNU
Free Documentation License, Version 1.2 or any later version published by the Free Software Foundation.”

See: http://www.gnu.org/licenses/fdl.txt
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24 Trades and Businesses

Tabatabaee Persian Carpet

Half of century T ﬂ;;?&; T T # ]
experiences ano T L .
history in carpet | -.
whole sell 5 o
business with }‘? ¥
carpet vetailers gﬁ
i
and exporters. !*;
Handmade i *iB
carpets and rugs -'
from o
Kashmar, |

Mashad, B’ug'awo{, Kashan,
Tabriz, Esfahan ano Naeew.

No. 1, Level 1, Shadkam Carpet Mall,
Mashad Grand Bazar (Bazar Sarshour)
Mashad, Iran.

Director: Mohammad Reza Tabatabaee

Export Manager: Hamid Reza Tabatabaee

Phone: +98 511 2258431
Mobile: +98 915 5100 646
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Footprints
E8  ynknown

Footprints

One night I had a dream !

I dreamed I was walking along the beach with the God
and across the sky flashed scenes from my life.

For each scene I noticed two sets of footprints,
one belonged to me and the other to the God.

When the last scene of my life flashed before me,
I looked back at the footprints in the sand.

I noticed that many times along the path of my life,
there was only one set of footprints.

I also noticed that it happened at the very lowest
and saddest times in my life.

This really bothered me and I'questioned the God about it.

_!'God,.'you said that once I decided to follow you,
you would walk with me all the way"',

.-.1':..
butII I have noticed that during the most troublesome times in my life
|- - there is only one set of footprints.

ik

e I don't understand why in times when I needed you most,

you should leave me.'

-'I--- .I

The God replied, "My precious, precious child,
I'love you and I would never, never leave you
during your times of trial and suffering.

""When you saw only one set of footprints,
it was then that I carried you"

Taken from http://www.wowzone.com/fprints.htm
written either by
Mary Stevenson, or Margaret Fishback Powers, or Carolyn Carty
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Liar Shepherd
Translated by Morteza Tabatabaee

Once upon a time, there lived a shepherd in a village that
time to time shouted: Help, Help, There’s a wolf here. Wolf. Wolf.

The people ran toward him
in @ panic to save him and
his herd from the wolf
attack.

When the people reached
him, they saw no wolf was
there and the shepherd was
laughing at them.

The people understand that
he lied again.

One day, really a wolf attacked the shepherd and his herd.
Shepherd cried for help. People thought he was lying again and
avoid going for help.

Nobody helped him. Liar shepherd left alone and wolf ripped out
his sheep.

Moral
You cannot believe a liar, even when he tells the truth.

Reference:
Original Story taken from Farsi literature book of grade two of Iranian primary Schools.

Read more good stories at www.goodstories.co.nr
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