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Commander of the Faithful 
From Wikipedia, th e f r ee enc y c l o p edi a

Ali ibn Abu Talib (13th R a j a b ,  2 4  B H  
–  2 1 s t R a m a d a n ,  4 0  A H ;  a p p r o x i m a t e l y ,  M a r c h  17 ,  
5 9 9  o r  6 0 0  –  J a n u a r y  2 7 ,  6 6 1)  w a s  t h e  c o u s i n ,  
s o n - i n - l a w  a n d  o n e  o f  t h e  A h l  a l - B a y t ,  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  
h o u s e ,  o f  t h e  I s l a m i c  p r o p h e t  M u h a m m a d ,  r e i g n i n g  
o v e r  t h e  R a s h i d u n  e m p i r e  f r o m  6 5 6  t o  6 6 1.  S u n n i  
M u s l i m s  c o n s i d e r  A l i  a s  t h e  f o u r t h  a n d  f i n a l  
R a s h i d u n  (R i g h t l y  G u i d e d  C a l i p h ) .  S h i a  M u s l i m s  
r e g a r d  A l i  a s  t h e  f i r s t  i n f a l l i b l e  I m a m  a n d  c o n s i d e r  
h i m  a n d  h i s  d e s c e n d a n t s  a s  t h e  r i g h t f u l  s u c c e s s o r s  
t o  M u h a m m a d .  T h i s  d i s a g r e e m e n t  s p l i t  t h e  M u s l i m  
c o m m u n i t y  i n t o  t h e  S u n n i  a n d  S h i ' a  b r a n c h e s .  
H i s  f a t h e r  w a s  A b u  T a l i b  i b n  ‘ A b d  a l - M u t t a l i b  a n d  
h i s  m o t h e r  w a s  F a t i m a  b i n t  A s a d  b u t  h e  w a s  r a i s e d  
i n  t h e  h o u s e h o l d  o f  M u h a m m a d ,  w h o  h i m s e l f  w a s  
r a i s e d  b y  A b u  T a l i b .  W h e n  M u h a m m a d  r e p o r t e d  
r e c e i v i n g  a  d i v i n e  r e v e l a t i o n ,  A l i  w a s  a m o n g  t h e  f i r s t  
t o  a c c e p t  h i s  m e s s a g e ,  d e d i c a t i n g  h i s  l i f e  t o  t h e  
c a u s e  o f  I s l a m .  
A l i  m i g r a t e d  t o  M e d i n a  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  M u h a m m a d .  
T h e r e  M u h a m m a d  t o l d  A l i  t h a t  h e  h a d  b e e n  o r d e r e d  
b y  G o d  t o  g i v e  h i s  d a u g h t e r ,  F a t i m a h ,  t o  A l i  i n  
m a r r i a g e .  F o r  t h e  t e n  y e a r s  t h a t  M u h a m m a d  l e d  t h e  
c o m m u n i t y  i n  M e d i n a ,  A l i  w a s  e x t r e m e l y  a c t i v e  i n  
h i s  s e r v i c e ,  l e a d i n g  p a r t i e s  o f  w a r r i o r s  o n  b a t t l e s ,  
a n d  c a r r y i n g  m e s s a g e s  a n d  o r d e r s .  A l i  t o o k  p a r t  i n  
a l m o s t  a l l  t h e  b a t t l e s  f o u g h t  f o r  I s l a m .
A l i  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  c a l i p h  b y  M u h a m m a d ' s  
c o m p a n i o n s  i n  M e d i n a  a f t e r  t h e  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  o f  
t h e  t h i r d  c a l i p h ,  U t h m a n  I b n  A f f a n .  H e  e n c o u n t e r e d  
d e f i a n c e  a n d  c i v i l  w a r  (F i r s t  F i t n a )  d u r i n g  h i s  r e i g n .  
I n  6 6 1 C E ,  A l i  w a s  a t t a c k e d  w h i l e  p r a y i n g  i n  t h e  
m o s q u e  o f  K u f a ,  d y i n g  a  f e w  d a y s  l a t e r .  
M u s l i m s  g r e a t l y  r e s p e c t  A l i  f o r  h i s  k n o w l e d g e ,  
b e l i e f ,  h o n e s t y ,  u n b e n d i n g  d e v o t i o n  t o  I s l a m ,  d e e p  
l o y a l t y  t o  M u h a m m a d ,  e q u a l  t r e a t m e n t  o f  a l l  
M u s l i m s  a n d  g e n e r o s i t y  i n  f o r g i v i n g  h i s  d e f e a t e d  
e n e m i e s .  A l i  r e t a i n s  h i s  s t a t u r e  a s  a n  a u t h o r i t y  o n  
Q u r ' a n i c  e x e g e s i s ,  I s l a m i c  j u r i s p r u d e n c e  a n d  
r e l i g i o u s  t h o u g h t .  A l i  h o l d s  a  h i g h  p o s i t i o n  i n  a l m o s t  
a l l  S u f i  o r d e r s  w h i c h  t r a c e  t h e i r  l i n e a g e  t h r o u g h  h i m  
t o  M u h a m m a d .  A l i ' s  i n f l u e n c e  h a s  t h u s  c o n t i n u e d  
t h r o u g h o u t  I s l a m i c  h i s t o r y .
Knowledge
A l i  i s  r e s p e c t e d  n o t  o n l y  a s  a  w a r r i o r  a n d  l e a d e r ,  b u t  
a s  a  w r i t e r  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  a u t h o r i t y .  N u m e r o u s  r a n g e  
o f  d i s c i p l i n e s  f r o m  t h e o l o g y  a n d  e x e g e s i s  t o  
c a l l i g r a p h y  a n d  n u m e r o l o g y ,  f r o m  l a w  a n d  
m y s t i c i s m  t o  A r a b i c  g r a m m a r  a n d  R h e t o r i c  
r e g a r d e d  a s  h a v i n g  b e e n  f i r s t  a d u m b r a t e d  b y  A l i .
S h i a  a n d  S u f i s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  M u h a m m a d  t o l d  a b o u t  
h i m  " I ' m  t h e  c i t y  o f  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  A l i  i s  i t s  g a t e ”  
M u s l i m s  r e g a r d  A l i  a s  a  m a j o r  a u t h o r i t y  o n  I s l a m .
A s  H e n r y  C o r b i n  n a r r a t e s ,  A l i  h i m s e l f  g i v e s  t h i s  
t e s t i m o n y :

N o t  a  s i n g l e  v e r s e  o f  t h e  Q u r ' a n  d e s c e n d e d  u p o n  (w a s  
r e v e a l e d  t o )  t h e  M e s s e n g e r  o f  G o d  w h i c h  h e  d i d  n o t  
p r o c e e d  t o  d i c t a t e  t o  m e  a n d  m a k e  m e  r e c i t e .  I  w o u l d  
w r i t e  i t  w i t h  m y  o w n  h a n d ,  a n d  h e  w o u l d  i n s t r u c t  m e  a s  
t o  i t s  t a f s i r  (t h e  l i t e r a l  e x p l a n a t i o n )  a n d  t h e  t a ' w i l  (t h e  
s p i r i t u a l  e x e g e s i s ) ,  t h e  n a s i k h  (t h e  v e r s e  w h i c h  
a b r o g a t e s )  a n d  t h e  m a n s u k h  (t h e  a b r o g a t e d  v e r s e ) ,  t h e  
m u h k a m  a n d  t h e  m u t a s h a b i h  (t h e  f i x e d  a n d  t h e  
a m b i g u o u s ) ,  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  a n d  t h e  g e n e r a l .
I n  l a t e r  I s l a m i c  p h i l o s o p h y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  
o f  M u l l a  S a d r a  a n d  h i s  f o l l o w e r s ,  l i k e  A l l a m e h  
T a b a t a b a e i ,  A l i ' s  s a y i n g s  a n d  s e r m o n s  w e r e  
i n c r e a s i n g l y  r e g a r d e d  a s  c e n t r a l  s o u r c e s  o f  
m e t a p h y s i c a l  k n o w l e d g e ,  o r  d i v i n e  p h i l o s o p h y .  
M e m b e r s  o f  S a d r a ' s  s c h o o l  r e g a r d  A l i  a s  t h e  s u p r e m e  
m e t a p h y s i c i a n  o f  I s l a m .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  H e n r y  C o r b i n ,  t h e  
N a h j  a l - B a l a g h a  m a y  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  
i m p o r t a n t  s o u r c e s  o f  d o c t r i n e s  p r o f e s s e d  b y  S h i a  
t h i n k e r s  e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  15 0 0  A D .  I t s  i n f l u e n c e  c a n  b e  
s e n s e d  i n  t h e  l o g i c a l  c o - o r d i n a t i o n  o f  t e r m s ,  t h e  
d e d u c t i o n  o f  c o r r e c t  c o n c l u s i o n s ,  a n d  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  
c e r t a i n  t e c h n i c a l  t e r m s  i n  A r a b i c  w h i c h  e n t e r e d  t h e  
l i t e r a r y  a n d  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  l a n g u a g e  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  o f  
t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  i n t o  A r a b i c  o f  G r e e k  t e x t s .
A l i  w a s  a l s o  a  g r e a t  s c h o l a r  o f  A r a b i c  l i t e r a t u r e  a n d  
p i o n e e r e d  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  g r a m m a r  a n d  r h e t o r i c .  H i s  
s p e e c h e s ,  s e r m o n s  a n d  l e t t e r s  s e r v e d  f o r  g e n e r a t i o n s  
a f t e r w a r d  a s  m o d e l s  o f  l i t e r a r y  e x p r e s s i o n .  N u m e r o u s  
s h o r t  s a y i n g s  o f  A l i  h a v e  b e c o m e  p a r t  o f  g e n e r a l  
I s l a m i c  c u l t u r e  a n d  a r e  q u o t e d  a s  a p h o r i s m s  a n d  
p r o v e r b s  i n  d a i l y  l i f e .  T h e y  h a v e  a l s o  b e c o m e  t h e  b a s i s  
o f  l i t e r a r y  w o r k s  o r  h a v e  b e e n  i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  p o e t i c  
v e r s e  i n  m a n y  l a n g u a g e s .  
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Reference:
Taken from Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ali
Copyright (c) 2008 Morteza Tabatabaee.
P erm is s ion  is  gran ted  to copy,  d is tribu te an d / or m od if y this  articl e  -  Com m an d er of  the F aithf u l  -  (on l y) 
u n d er the term s  of  G N U  G en eral  P u bl ic L icen s e. I t is  s u bj ect to the term s  of  the “ G N U  F ree 
D ocu m en tation  L icen s e,  V ers ion  1 .2 or an y l ater v ers ion  pu bl is hed  by the F ree S of tw are F ou n d ation .”  
S ee:  http: / / w w w .gn u .org/ l icen s es / f d l .tx t

A l r e a d y  i n  t h e  8 t h  c e n t u r y ,  l i t e r a r y  a u t h o r i t i e s  s u c h  a s  
' A b d  a l - H a m i d  i b n  Y a h y a  a l - ' A m i r i  p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  
u n p a r a l l e l e d  e l o q u e n c e  o f  A l i ' s  s e r m o n s  a n d  s a y i n g s ,  
a s  d i d  a l - J a h i z  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c e n t u r y .
E v e n  w o r k e r s  i n  t h e  D i v a n  o f  U m a y y a d  r e c i t e d  A l i ' s  
s e r m o n s  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e i r  e l o q u e n c e .  O f  c o u r s e ,  
P e a k  o f  E l o q u e n c e  (N a h j  a l - B a l a g h a )  i s  a n  e x t r a c t  o f  
A l i ' s  q u o t a t i o n s  f r o m  a  l i t e r a l  v i e w p o i n t  a s  i t s  c o m p i l e r  
m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h e  p r e f a c e .  W h i l e  t h e r e  a r e  m a n y  o t h e r  
q u o t a t i o n s ,  p r a y e r s  (D u ' a s ) ,  s e r m o n s  a n d  l e t t e r s  i n  
o t h e r  l i t e r a l ,  h i s t o r i c  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  b o o k s .
E v e n  w o r k e r s  i n  t h e  D i v a n  o f  U m a y y a d  r e c i t e d  A l i ' s  
s e r m o n s  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e i r  e l o q u e n c e .  

O f  c o u r s e ,  P e a k  o f  E l o q u e n c e  (N a h j  a l - B a l a g h a )  i s  
a n  e x t r a c t  o f  A l i ' s  q u o t a t i o n s  f r o m  a  l i t e r a l  v i e w p o i n t  
a s  i t s  c o m p i l e r  m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h e  p r e f a c e .  W h i l e  
t h e r e  a r e  m a n y  o t h e r  q u o t a t i o n s ,  p r a y e r s  (D u ' a s ) ,  
s e r m o n s  a n d  l e t t e r s  i n  o t h e r  l i t e r a l ,  h i s t o r i c  a n d  
r e l i g i o u s  b o o k s .
I n  a d d i t i o n ,  s o m e  h i d d e n  o r  o c c u l t  s c i e n c e s  s u c h  a s  
j a f r ,  I s l a m i c  n u m e r o l o g y ,  t h e  s c i e n c e  o f  t h e  
s y m b o l i c  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  l e t t e r s  o f  t h e  A r a b i c  
a l p h a b e t ,  a r e  s a i d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  A l i .
E x c e p t  f o r  M u h a m m a d ,  t h e r e  i s  n o  o n e  i n  I s l a m i c  
h i s t o r y  a b o u t  w h o m  a s  m u c h  h a s  b e e n  w r i t t e n  i n  
I s l a m i c  l a n g u a g e s  a s  A l i .  A l i  i s  r e v e r e d  a n d  h o n o r e d  
b y  a l l  M u s l i m s .  
H a v i n g  b e e n  o n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  M u s l i m s  a n d  f o r e m o s t  
U l e m a  (I s l a m i c  s c h o l a r s ) ,  h e  w a s  e x t r e m e l y  
k n o w l e d g e a b l e  i n  m a t t e r s  o f  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f  a n d  
I s l a m i c  j u r i s p r u d e n c e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  
M u s l i m  c o m m u n i t y .  H e  w a s  k n o w n  f o r  h i s  b r a v e r y  
a n d  c o u r a g e .  M u s l i m s  h o n o r  M u h a m m a d ,  A l i ,  a n d  
o t h e r  p i o u s  M u s l i m s  a n d  a d d  p i o u s  i n t e r j e c t i o n s  
a f t e r  t h e i r  n a m e s .
T h e  S u n n i  M u s l i m s  r e g a r d  A l i  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  A h l  
a l - B a y t  a n d  t h e  l a s t  o f  t h e  R a s h i d u n  c a l i p h s  a n d  o n e  
o f  t h e  m o s t  i n f l u e n t i a l  a n d  r e s p e c t e d  f i g u r e s  i n  
I s l a m .  A l i  i s  h e l d  w i t h  t h e  u t m o s t  r e s p e c t  a l o n g  w i t h  
A b u  B a k r ,  U m a r ,  a n d  U t h m a n  I b n  A f f a n .
T h e  S h i a s  r e g a r d s  A l i  a s  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  f i g u r e  
a f t e r  M u h a m m a d .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e m ,  M u h a m m a d  
i n  h i s  l i f e  t i m e  s u g g e s t e d  o n  v a r i o u s  o c c a s i o n s ,  t h a t  
A l i  s h o u l d  b e  t h e  l e a d e r  o f  M u s l i m s  a f t e r  h i s  d e m i s e  
l i k e  H a d i t h  o f  t h e  p o n d  o f  K h u m m ,  H a d i t h  o f  t h e  t w o  
w e i g h t y  t h i n g s ,  H a d i t h  o f  t h e  p e n  a n d  p a p e r ,  H a d i t h  
o f  t h e  T w e l v e  S u c c e s s o r s  a n d  s o  o n .
A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h i s  v i e w ,  A l i  a s  t h e  s u c c e s s o r  o f  
M u h a m m a d  n o t  o n l y  r u l e s  o v e r  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  i n  
j u s t i c e  b u t  a l s o  i n t e r p r e t s  t h e  S h a r i a  L a w  a n d  i t s  
e s o t e r i c  m e a n i n g .  H e n c e  h e  w a s  f r e e  f r o m  e r r o r  a n d  
s i n  (i n f a l l i b l e )  a n d  h e  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  b y  G o d  b y  
d i v i n e  d e c r e e  (n a s s )  t h r o u g h  M u h a m m a d .  A l i  i s  
k n o w n  a s  " p e r f e c t  m a n "  (a l - i n s a n  a l - k a m i l )  s i m i l a r  t o  
M u h a m m a d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  S h i a  v i e w p o i n t .
S h i a  p i l g r i m s  u s u a l l y  g o  t o  M a s h a d  A l i  i n  N a j a f  f o r  
Z i y a r a t ,  p r a y  t h e r e  a n d  r e a d  " Z i y a r a t  A m i n  A l l a h "  o r  
o t h e r  Z i y a r a t n a m e s .  U n d e r  t h e  S a f a v i d  E m p i r e ,  h i s  
g r a v e  b e c a m e  t h e  f o c u s  o f  m u c h  d e v o t e d  a t t e n t i o n ,  
e x e m p l i f i e d  i n  t h e  p i l g r i m a g e  m a d e  b y  S h a h  I s m a i l  
I  (d .  15 2 4 )  t o  N a j a f  a n d  K a r b a l a .

According to Al-Shaykh Al-Mufid, Ali did not want his grave to be 
desecrated by his enem ies and conseq uently asked his friends 
and fam ily to bury him  secretly.  T his secret grave site was revealed 
later during the Abbasid calip hate by I m am  J a' far al-Sadiq , his 
descendant and the six th Shia I m am .  Most Shi' as accep t that Ali is 
buried at the T om b of I m am  Ali in the I m am  Ali Mosq ue at what is 
now the city of N aj af, which grew around the m osq ue and shrine 
called Masj id Ali.  
H owever another story, usually m aintained by som e Afghans, 
notes that his body was taken and buried in the Afghan city of 
Maz ar-E -Sharif at the fam ous B lue Mosq ue or R awz e-e-Sharif.
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Imam Ali bin Abi Talib (AS)'s sayings
The UNDP quoted the following sayings of Imam Ali (AS) in its 2002 Arab Human Development 
R eport:
1 .  " He who has appointed himself an Imam (ruler) of the people must begin by teac hing himself 
before teac hing others.  His teac hing of others must be first by setting an ex ample rather than with 
his words,  for he who begins by teac hing and educ ating himself is more worthy of respec t than he 
who teac hes and educ ates others. "
2.  " Y our c onc ern with developing the land should be greater than your c onc ern for c ollec ting tax es,  
for the latter c an only be obtained by developing;  whereas he who seek s revenue without 
development destroys the c ountry and the people. "
3 .  " Seek  the c ompany of the learned and the wise in searc h of solving the problems of your c ountry 
and the righteousness of your people. "
4 .  " No good c an c ome in k eeping silent as to government or in speak ing out of ignoranc e. "
5 .  " The righteous are men of virtue,  whose logic  is straightforward,  whose dress is unostentatious,  
whose path is modest,  whose ac tions are many and who are undeterred by diffic ulties. "
6 .  " C hoose the best among your people to administer j ustic e among them.  C hoose someone who 
does not easily give up,  who is unruffled by enmities,  someone who will not persist in wrong doings,  
who will not hesitate to pursue right onc e he k nows it,  someone whose heart k nows no greed,  who 
will not be satisfied with a minimum of ex planation without seek ing the max imum of understanding,  
who will be the most steadfast when doubt is c ast,  who will be the least impatient in c orrec ting the 
opponent,  the most patient in pursuing the truth,  the most stern in meting out j udgment,  someone 
who is unaffec ted by flattery and not swayed by temptation and these are but few. "

I deal G ov ernanc e
From U N D P  2 0 0 2  A rab  H u man  D ev el opmen t  R eport

U nit e d  N at io ns:  Ar abs Sh o u ld  F o llo w  Imam Ali (as)
Th e  U nit e d  N at io ns has advised Arab c ountries to tak e Imam Ali bin Abi Talib (AS) as an ex ample 
in establishing a regime based on j ustic e and democ rac y and enc ouraging k nowledge.
The UNDP in its 2002 Arab Human Development R eport,  distributed around the world,  listed six  
sayings of Imam Ali (AS) about ideal governanc e.
They inc lude c onsultation between the ruler 
and the ruled,  speak ing out against 
c orruption and other wrong doings,  ensuring 
j ustic e to all,  and ac hieving domestic  
development.
The UNDP said most regional c ountries are 
still far behind other nations in democ rac y,  
wide politic al representation,  women' s 
partic ipation,  development and k nowledge.

References :
See: http://www.twelveimams.net/
A lso : http://www.u n.o r g /P u b s/tex tb o o k /e0 2 1 7 5 .htm
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R udak i,  the G reat P ers ian P oet
From Wikipedia, th e f r ee enc y c l o p edi a

Reference:
Taken from Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/R u daki
Copyright (c) 2008 Morteza Tabatabaee.
P erm is s ion  is  gran ted  to copy,  d is tribu te an d / or m od if y this  articl e  -  R u d ak i,  
the G reat P ers ian  P oet -  (on l y) u n d er the term s  of  G N U  G en eral  P u bl ic L icen s e. 
I t is  s u bj ect to the term s  of  the “ G N U  F ree D ocu m en tation  L icen s e,  V ers ion  1 .2 
or an y l ater v ers ion  pu bl is hed  by the F ree S of tw are F ou n d ation .”  
S ee:  http: / / w w w .gn u .org/ l icen s es / f d l .tx t

Abdullah Jafar Ibn Mohammad Rudaki 
(8 5 9 - c . 9 4 1)  w a s  a  P e r s i a n  p o e t ,  a n d  t h e  f i r s t  g r e a t  l i t e r a r y  
g e n i u s  o f  m o d e r n  P e r s i a n  l a n g u a g e ,  w h o  c o m p o s e d  p o e m s  
i n  t h e  " N e w  P e r s i a n "  P e r s o - A r a b i c  a l p h a b e t  s c r i p t .  R u d a k i  i s  
c o n s i d e r e d  a  f o u n d e r  o f  P e r s i a n  c l a s s i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e .
H e  w a s  b o r n  i n  8 5 8  i n  R u d a k  (P a n j r u d ) ,  a  v i l l a g e  i n  
K h o r a s a n ,  P e r s i a ,  w h i c h  i s  n o w  l o c a t e d  i n  P a n j a k e n t ,  
T a j i k i s t a n .  M o s t  o f  h i s  b i o g r a p h e r s  a s s e r t  t h a t  h e  w a s  t o t a l l y  
b l i n d ,  b u t  t h e  a c c u r a t e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  c o l o r s  s h o w n  i n  h i s  
p o e m s  m a k e s  t h i s  v e r y  d o u b t f u l .  H e  w a s  t h e  c o u r t  p o e t  t o  t h e  
S a m a n i d  r u l e r  N a s r  I I  (9 14 - 9 4 3)  i n  B u k h a r a ,  b u t  h e  
e v e n t u a l l y  f e l l  o u t  o f  f a v o u r  a n d  e n d e d  h i s  l i f e  i n  p o v e r t y .

At  t h e  Samanid  c o u r t
E a r l y  i n  h i s  l i f e ,  t h e  f a m e  o f  h i s  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  r e a c h e d  t h e  
e a r  o f  t h e  S a m a n i d  N a s r  I I  i b n  A h m a d ,  t h e  r u l e r  o f  K h o r a s a n  
a n d  T r a n s o x i a n a ,  w h o  i n v i t e d  t h e  p o e t  t o  h i s  c o u r t .  R u d a k i  
b e c a m e  h i s  d a i l y  c o m p a n i o n ,  r o s e  t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  h o n o r s  a n d  
a m a s s e d  g r e a t  w e a l t h .  I n  s p i t e  o f  v a r i o u s  p r e d e c e s s o r s ,  h e  
w e l l  d e s e r v e s  t h e  t i t l e  o f  f a t h e r  o f  P e r s i a n  l i t e r a t u r e ,  t h e  
A d a m  o r  t h e  S u l t a n  o f  p o e t s ,  s i n c e  h e  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  w h o  
i m p r e s s e d  u p o n  e v e r y  f o r m  o f  e p i c ,  l y r i c  a n d  d i d a c t i c  p o e t r y  
i t s  p e c u l i a r  s t a m p  a n d  i t s  i n d i v i d u a l  c h a r a c t e r .  

H e  i s  a l s o  s a i d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  f o u n d e r  o f  t h e  d i w a n  t h a t  i s ,  t h e  t y p i c a l  f o r m  o f  t h e  c o m p l e t e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  a  p o e t ' s  
l y r i c a l  c o m p o s i t i o n s  i n  a  m o r e  o r  l e s s  a l p h a b e t i c a l  o r d e r  w h i c h  p r e v a i l s  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  d a y  a m o n g  P e r s i a n  w r i t e r s .
E x t ant  p u blic at io ns
O f  t h e  1, 30 0 , 0 0 0  v e r s e s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  h i m ,  t h e r e  r e m a i n  o n l y  5 2  q a s i d a s ,  g h a z a l s  a n d  r u b a i s ;  o f  h i s  e p i c  
m a s t e r p i e c e s  w e  h a v e  n o t h i n g  b e y o n d  a  f e w  s t r a y  l i n e s  i n  n a t i v e  d i c t i o n a r i e s .  B u t  t h e  m o s t  s e r i o u s  l o s s  i s  t h a t  o f  
h i s  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  A b d u l l a h  I b n  a l - M u q a f f a ' s  A r a b i c  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  o l d  I n d i a n  f a b l e  b o o k  K a l i l a  a n d  D i m n a  
(P a n c h a t a n t r a ) ,  w h i c h  h e  p u t  i n t o  P e r s i a n  v e r s e  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  h i s  r o y a l  p a t r o n .  N u m e r o u s  f r a g m e n t s ,  h o w e v e r ,  
a r e  p r e s e r v e d  i n  t h e  P e r s i a n  l e x i c o n  o f  A s a d i  T u s i  (t h e  L u g h a t  a l - F u r s ,  e d .  P .  H o r n ,  G ö t t i n g e n ,  18 9 7 ) .  I n  h i s  
q a s i d a s ,  a l l  d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  p r a i s e  o f  h i s  s o v e r e i g n  a n d  f r i e n d ,  R u d a k i  h a s  l e f t  u s  u n e q u a l l e d  m o d e l s  o f  a  r e f i n e d  
a n d  d e l i c a t e  t a s t e ,  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h e  o f t e n  b o m b a s t i c  c o m p o s i t i o n s  o f  l a t e r  P e r s i a n  e n c o m i a s t s .  H i s  d i d a c t i c  
o d e s  a n d  e p i g r a m s  e x p r e s s  i n  w e l l - m e a s u r e d  l i n e s  a  s o r t  o f  E p i c u r e a n  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  h u m a n  l i f e  a n d  h u m a n  
h a p p i n e s s ;  m o r e  c h a r m i n g  s t i l l  a r e  t h e  p u r e l y  l y r i c a l  p i e c e s  i n  g l o r i f i c a t i o n  o f  l o v e  a n d  w i n e .
T h e r e  i s  a  c o m p l e t e  e d i t i o n  o f  a l l  t h e  e x t a n t  p o e m s  o f  R u d a k i  w h i c h  w e r e  k n o w n  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  19 t h  c e n t u r y ,  
i n  P e r s i a n  t e x t  a n d  m e t r i c a l  G e r m a n  t r a n s l a t i o n ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a  b i o g r a p h i c a l  a c c o u n t ,  b a s e d  o n  f o r t y - s i x  P e r s i a n  
m a n u s c r i p t s ,  i n  H e r m a n n  E t h é ' s  R u d a g i  d e r  S a m a n i d e n d i ch t e r  ( G ö t t i n g e r  N a ch r i ch t e n ,  18 7 3,  p p .  6 6 3- 7 4 2 ) ;  
S e e  a l s o :
N e u p e r s i s ch e  L i t e r a t u r  i n  W i l h e l m  G e i g e r ' s  G r u n d r i s s  d e r  i r a n i s ch e n  P h i l o l o g i e  (i i ) .  
P a u l  H o r n ,  G e s ch i ch t e  d e r  p e r s i s ch e n  L i t e r a t u r  (19 0 1) ,  p .  7 3 
E .  G .  B r o w n e ,  L i t e r a r y  H i s t o r y  o f  P e r s i a ,  i .  (19 0 2 )  
C .  J .  P i c k e r i n g ,  A  P e r s i a n  C h a u ce r  i n  N a t i o n a l  R e v i e w  (M a y  18 9 0 ) .  
M o r e  r e c e n t l y ,  i n  19 6 3,  S a e i d  N a f i s i  i d e n t i f i e d  m o r e  f r a g m e n t s  t o  b e  a t t r i b u t e d  
t o  R u d a k i  a n d  h a s  a s s e m b l e d  t h e m ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a n  e x t e n s i v e  b i o g r a p h y ,  
i n  “ M o h i t - e  Z e n d e g i  v a  A h v a l  v a  A s h a a r - e  R u d a k i ” .
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Tabatabaee Persian Carpet
Half of century 
ex p eri ences  and  
h i s tory i n carp et 

w h ole s ell 
b us i nes s  w i th  
carp et retai lers  
and  ex p orters .
 Hand m ad e 

carp ets  and  rug s  
from

K as h m ar,
 M as h ad ,  B i rj and ,  K as h an,  
T ab ri z ,  E s fah an and  N aeen.

No. 1, Level 1, Shadkam Carpet Mall,
Mas had G ran d B az ar ( B az ar Sars hou r)

Mas had, I ran .

D i rec tor:  Mohammad R ez a T ab atab aee
E x port Man ag er:  H ami d R ez a T ab atab aee

P hon e:  + 9 8  5 11 2 2 5 8 4 3 1
Mob i le:  + 9 8  9 15  5 10 0  6 4 6

T rades  and B us ines s es
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O n B enefic enc e
S a' di

If prudent you are, to the idea you will incline,
F or the idea rem ains  when the outward form ' s  no m ore:

A nd he who has  not k nowledg e, lib erality, and fear of G od
H as  no idea within his  outward form !
H e s leeps  at eas e b eneath the clay,

O n whos e account m en eas y- hearted s leep.
C are for your own s elf while liv ing , for your own

W ill b e concerned with their own g reed, not with a corps e!
W ould you not b e dis traug ht of heart?

T hen drop not the dis traug ht from  your m ind.
B ris k ly s catter your treas ure today,

F or tom orrow its  k ey will not b e in your hand!
T ak e along  with you your own prov is ions :

N o com pas s ion will com e from  children or wife!
H e tak es  the b all of fortune with him  from  this  world.
W ho tak es  a portion with him  to the world to com e:

In s ym pathy, lik e m y own fing er- tip
N one in the world will s cratch m y b ack !

P ut not all you hav e on the palm  of your hand,
L es t tom orrow you carry its  b ack  to your teeth.

S triv e to cov er the pauper' s  s ham e,
T hat G od' s  own cov ering  m ay env elope you;

T urn not portionles s  the s trang er from  your door,
L es t you g o around one day from  door to door a s trang er;

A  g reat m an b ring s  g ood to thos e in need.
F earing  that he m ay com e to s tand in need of others ;
L ook  to the s tate of heart of thos e who' re wounded,

F or one day you m ay b e wounded in heart;
R ej oice the inner- heart of thos e who' v e failed,

B earing  in m ind the day of failure;
B eing  not a b eg g ar at other m en' s  doors ,

In g ratitude, driv e not b eg g ars  from  your own!

Taken from Bustan ( Th e F ru i t  G ard en c .  1 2 5 6 - 5 7 )
w ri t t en b y  S A ' D I ,  t h e g reat  P ers i an P oet  &  p ros e w ri t er
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H oly  S alih' s  M irac le
A  s t ory  f rom H ol y  Q u ran

The people of Thamud, did not 
b e l ie v e  in th e ir  p r op h e t,  th e  H ol y  S a l ih .
O ne  da y ,  p e op l e ' s  l e a de r s  a nd 
a u th or itie s  w e nt to S a l ih  a nd tol d h im ,  
" if  y ou  a r e  r e a l l y  G od' s  P r op h e t,  y ou  
s h ou l d b r ing  u s  a  m ir a c l e ! "  a nd th e y  
a s k e d h im  to b r ing  ou t a  c a m e l  f r om  
ins ide  th e  m ou nta in.
H ol y  S a l ih  p r a y e d to G od,  a nd G od 
a c c e p te d h is  r e q u e s t a nd s u dde nl y ,  a  
f e m a l e  c a m e l  a p p e a r e d f r om  a  c l e a v e  
op e ne d in th e  r oc k s .
S a l ih  tol d th e m :  " T h is  c a m e l  is  th e  
L or d' s  m ir a c l e .  Y ou  c a n a l l  m a k e  u s e  of  
h e r  m il k .  H ow e v e r ,  y ou  m u s t k now  th a t 
s h e  is  f r e e  to g r a z e  w h e r e v e r  s h e  
w is h e s .
A nd a l s o,  y ou  a r e  onl y  f r e e  to u s e  th e  
s p r ing ' s  w a te r  e v e r y  oth e r  da y ;  th e  r e s t 
of  th e  da y s ,  th e  w a te r  is  h e r s .
B e  v e r y  c a r e f u l  not to h a r m  h e r ,  
oth e r w is e ,  G od' s  c h a s tis e m e nt w il l  b e  
c a s t u p on y ou ! "
B u t it did not ta k e  l ong  b e f or e  th e  
dis b e l ie v ing  p e op l e  b e c a m e  f r u s tr a te d 
w ith  th e  s itu a tion,  a nd de c ide d to k il l  
th e  c a m e l .  O ne  of  th e  a th ie s ts ,  Q a dda r  
I b n S a l if ,  w h o w a s  v e r y  c r u e l  a nd 
h e a r tl e s s  m a n,  e x e c u te d th e  p l a n a nd 
k il l e d th e  c a m e l  b y  c u tting  of f  h e r  l e g s .

Reference:
Taken from "Acquaintance with The Glorious Quran, Interpretation and translation of 
Glorious Quran' s 3 0 th part".  S urat Ash- S hams ( the S un)  v erses 1 - 1 5 .  This S urah was 
rev ealed in M ecca and has 1 5  v erses.
S hams means S un, and the title has b een taken from the S urah' s first v erse.

H ol y  S a l ih  b e c a m e  v e r y  s a d a nd,  b y  th e  
or de r  of  A l l a h ,  g a v e  p e op l e  th r e e  da y s  to 
s ta y  in th e ir  h ou s e s  a nd r e p e nt of  th e ir  
w r ong  doing s  a nd s ta r t b e l ie v ing  in th e  
one  G od.
B u t th e y  did not ta k e  th is  op p or tu nity  
e ith e r ,  a nd f ina l l y ,  G od' s  c h a s tis e m e nt 
w a s  c a s t u p on th e m .  A  g r e a t th u nde r  
c l ob b e r e d th e  c ity  a nd th e y  a l l  die d in 
th e ir  s e e m ing l y  s a f e  h ou s e s .

T h e  c ity  w a s  ta k e n ov e r  b y  s il e nc e  a s  if  
no one  h a d e v e r  l iv e d on th a t L a nd.  T h e  
b e ne f ic e nt G od s a v e d S a l ih  a nd h is  
f a ith f u l  f ol l ow e r s  f r om  c h a s tis e m e nt.
T h e  k ind G od m a k e s  s w e a r  in Q u r a n 
th a t a ny  one  w h o is  p iou s  w il l  b e  
s a l v a te d a nd a ny  one  w h o im p u r e s  h is  
s ou l  w il l  b e  a  l os e r  a nd h op e l e s s .
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S aied T ab atab aee
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