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Commander of the Faithful

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Ali ibn Abu Talib (137 rajab, 24 BH

— 218t Ramadan, 40 AH; approximately, March 17,
599 or 600 — January 27, 661) was the cousin,
son-in-law and one of the Ahl al-Bayt, people of the
house, of the Islamic prophet Muhammad, reigning
over the Rashidun empire from 656 to 661. Sunni
Muslims consider Ali as the fourth and final
Rashidun (Rightly Guided Caliph). Shia Muslims
regard Ali as the first infallible Imam and consider
him and his descendants as the rightful successors
to Muhammad. This disagreement split the Muslim
community into the Sunni and Shi'a branches.

His father was Abu Talib ibn ‘Abd al-Muttalib and
his mother was Fatima bint Asad but he was raised
in the household of Muhammad, who himself was
raised by Abu Talib. When Muhammad reported
receiving a divine revelation, Ali was among the first
to accept his message, dedicating his life to the
cause of Islam.

Ali migrated to Medina shortly after Muhammad.
There Muhammad told Ali that he had been ordered
by God to give his daughter, Fatimah, to Ali in
marriage. For the ten years that Muhammad led the
community in Medina, Ali was extremely active in
his service, leading parties of warriors on battles,
and carrying messages and orders. Ali took part in
almost all the battles fought for Islam.

Ali was appointed caliph by Muhammad's
companions in Medina after the assassination of
the third caliph, Uthman Ibn Affan. He encountered
defiance and civil war (First Fitna) during his reign.
In 661 CE, Ali was attacked while praying in the
mosque of Kufa, dying a few days later.

Muslims greatly respect Ali for his knowledge,
belief, honesty, unbending devotion to Islam, deep
loyalty to Muhammad, equal treatment of all
Muslims and generosity in forgiving his defeated
enemies. Ali retains his stature as an authority on
Qur'anic exegesis, Islamic jurisprudence and
religious thought. Ali holds a high position in almost
all Sufi orders which trace their lineage through him
to Muhammad. Ali's influence has thus continued
throughout Islamic history.

Knowledge

Ali is respected not only as a warrior and leader, but
as a writer and religious authority. Numerous range
of disciplines from theology and exegesis to
calligraphy and numerology, from law and
mysticism to Arabic grammar and Rhetoric
regarded as having been first adumbrated by Ali.
Shia and Sufis believe that Muhammad told about
him "I'm the city of knowledge and Ali is its gate”
Muslims regard Ali as a major authority on Islam.
As Henry Corbin narrates, Ali himself gives this
testimony:
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Not a single verse of the Qur'an descended upon (was
revealed to) the Messenger of God which he did not
proceed to dictate to me and make me recite. | would
write it with my own hand, and he would instruct me as
to its tafsir (the literal explanation) and the ta'wil (the
spiritual exegesis), the nasikh (the verse which
abrogates) and the mansukh (the abrogated verse), the
muhkam and the mutashabih (the fixed and the
ambiguous), the particular and the general.

In later Islamic philosophy, especially in the teachings
of Mulla Sadra and his followers, like Allameh
Tabatabaei, Ali's sayings and sermons were
increasingly regarded as central sources of
metaphysical knowledge, or divine philosophy.
Members of Sadra's school regard Ali as the supreme
metaphysician of Islam. According to Henry Corbin, the
Nahj al-Balagha may be regarded as one of the most
important sources of doctrines professed by Shia
thinkers especially after 1500 AD. Its influence can be
sensed in the logical co-ordination of terms, the
deduction of correct conclusions, and the creation of
certain technical terms in Arabic which entered the
literary and philosophical language independently of
the translation into Arabic of Greek texts.

Ali was also a great scholar of Arabic literature and
pioneered in the field of grammar and rhetoric. His
speeches, sermons and letters served for generations
afterward as models of literary expression. Numerous
short sayings of Ali have become part of general
Islamic culture and are quoted as aphorisms and
proverbs in daily life. They have also become the basis
of literary works or have been integrated into poetic
verse in many languages.
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& Commander of the Faithful

Already in the 8th century, literary authorities such as
'Abd al-Hamid ibn Yahya al-'‘Amiri pointed to the
unparalleled eloquence of Ali's sermons and sayings,
as did al-Jahiz in the following century.

Even workers in the Divan of Umayyad recited Ali's
sermons to improve their eloquence. Of course,
Peak of Eloquence (Nahj al-Balagha) is an extract of
Ali's quotations from a literal viewpoint as its compiler
mentioned in the preface. While there are many other
quotations, prayers (Du'as), sermons and letters in
other literal, historic and religious books.

Even workers in the Divan of Umayyad recited Ali's
sermons to improve their eloquence.

According to Al-Shaykh Al-Mufid, Ali did not want his grave to be
desecrated by his enemies and consequently asked his friends
and family to bury him secretly. This secret grave site was revealed
later during the Abbasid caliphate by Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq, his
descendant and the sixth Shia Imam. Most Shi'as accept that Ali is
buried at the Tomb of Imam Ali in the Imam Ali Mosque at what is
now the city of Najaf, which grew around the mosque and shrine
called Masjid Ali.

However another story, usually maintained by some Afghans,
notes that his body was taken and buried in the Afghan city of
Mazar-E-Sharif at the famous Blue Mosque or Rawze-e-Sharif.

Reference:

Taken from Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ali

Copyright (c) 2008 Morteza Tabatabaee.

Of course, Peak of Eloquence (Nahj al-Balagha) is
an extract of Ali's quotations from a literal viewpoint
as its compiler mentioned in the preface. While
there are many other quotations, prayers (Du'as),
sermons and letters in other literal, historic and
religious books.

In addition, some hidden or occult sciences such as
jafr, Islamic numerology, the science of the
symbolic significance of the letters of the Arabic
alphabet, are said to have been established by Ali.
Except for Muhammad, there is no one in Islamic
history about whom as much has been written in
Islamic languages as Ali. Ali is revered and honored
by all Muslims.

Having been one of the first Muslims and foremost
Ulema (Islamic scholars), he was extremely
knowledgeable in matters of religious belief and
Islamic jurisprudence, as well as in the history of the
Muslim community. He was known for his bravery
and courage. Muslims honor Muhammad, Ali, and
other pious Muslims and add pious interjections
after their names.

The Sunni Muslims regard Ali as one of the Ahl
al-Bayt and the last of the Rashidun caliphs and one
of the most influential and respected figures in
Islam. Ali is held with the utmost respect along with
Abu Bakr, Umar, and Uthman Ibn Affan.

The Shias regards Ali as the most important figure
after Muhammad. According to them, Muhammad
in his life time suggested on various occasions, that
Ali should be the leader of Muslims after his demise
like Hadith of the pond of Khumm, Hadith of the two
weighty things, Hadith of the pen and paper, Hadith
of the Twelve Successors and so on.

According to this view, Ali as the successor of
Muhammad not only rules over the community in
justice but also interprets the Sharia Law and its
esoteric meaning. Hence he was free from error and
sin (infallible) and he was appointed by God by
divine decree (nass) through Muhammad. Ali is
known as "perfect man" (al-insan al-kamil) similar to
Muhammad according to Shia viewpoint.

Shia pilgrims usually go to Mashad Ali in Najaf for
Ziyarat, pray there and read "Ziyarat Amin Allah" or
other Ziyaratnames. Under the Safavid Empire, his
grave became the focus of much devoted attention,
exemplified in the pilgrimage made by Shah Ismail
| (d. 1524) to Najaf and Karbala.

Permission is granted to copy, distribute and/or modify this article - Commander of the Faithful - (only)
under the terms of GNU General Public License. It is subject to the terms of the “GNU Free
Documentation License, Version 1.2 or any later version published by the Free Software Foundation.”

See: http://www.gnu.org/licenses/fdl.txt
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i Ideal Governance
From UNDP 2002 Arab Human Development Report

United Nations: Arabs Should Follow Imam Ali (as)

The United Nations has advised Arab countries to take Imam Ali bin Abi Talib (AS) as an example
in establishing a regime based on justice and democracy and encouraging knowledge.

The UNDP in its 2002 Arab Human Development Report, distributed around the world, listed six
sayings of Imam Ali (AS) about ideal governance.

They include consultation between the ruler |
and the ruled, speaking out against
corruption and other wrong doings, ensuring
justice to all, and achieving domestic

development. '
The UNDP said most regional countries are
still far behind other nations in democracy, |
wide political representation, women's
participation, development and knowledge.

Imam Ali bin Abi Talib (AS)'s sayings

The UNDP quoted the following sayings of Imam Ali (AS) in its 2002 Arab Human Development
Report:

1. "He who has appointed himself an Imam (ruler) of the people must begin by teaching himself
before teaching others. His teaching of others must be first by setting an example rather than with
his words, for he who begins by teaching and educating himself is more worthy of respect than he
who teaches and educates others."

2. "Your concern with developing the land should be greater than your concern for collecting taxes,
for the latter can only be obtained by developing; whereas he who seeks revenue without
development destroys the country and the people."

3. "Seek the company of the learned and the wise in search of solving the problems of your country
and the righteousness of your people."

4. "No good can come in keeping silent as to government or in speaking out of ignorance."

5. "The righteous are men of virtue, whose logic is straightforward, whose dress is unostentatious,
whose path is modest, whose actions are many and who are undeterred by difficulties."

6. "Choose the best among your people to administer justice among them. Choose someone who
does not easily give up, who is unruffled by enmities, someone who will not persist in wrong doings,
who will not hesitate to pursue right once he knows it, someone whose heart knows no greed, who
will not be satisfied with a minimum of explanation without seeking the maximum of understanding,
who will be the most steadfast when doubt is cast, who will be the least impatient in correcting the
opponent, the most patient in pursuing the truth, the most stern in meting out judgment, someone
who is unaffected by flattery and not swayed by temptation and these are but few."

References:
See: http://www.twelveimams.net/
Also: http://www.un.org/Pubs/textbook/e02175.htm
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Rudaki, the Great Persian Poet
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
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Abdullah Jafar Ibn Mohammad Rudaki

(859-c.941) was a Persian poet, and the first great literary
genius of modern Persian language, who composed poems
in the "New Persian" Perso-Arabic alphabet script. Rudaki is
considered a founder of Persian classical literature.

He was born in 858 in Rudak (Panjrud), a village in
Khorasan, Persia, which is now located in Panjakent,
Tajikistan. Most of his biographers assert that he was totally
blind, but the accurate knowledge of colors shown in his
poems makes this very doubtful. He was the court poet to the
Samanid ruler Nasr Il (914-943) in Bukhara, but he
eventually fell out of favour and ended his life in poverty.

At the Samanid court
Early in his life, the fame of his accomplishments reached the
ear of the Samanid Nasr Il ibn Ahmad, the ruler of Khorasan
and Transoxiana, who invited the poet to his court. Rudaki
: became his daily companion, rose to the highest honors and
o e amassed great wealth. In spite of various predecessors, he
1 well deserves the title of father of Persian literature, the
¥ ¢ L . Adam or the Sultan of poets, since he was the first who
o L_\@’; - impressed upon every form of epic, lyric and didactic poetry
L its peculiar stamp and its individual character.
He is also said to have been the founder of the diwan that is, the typical form of the complete collection of a poet's
lyrical compositions in a more or less alphabetical order which prevails to the present day among Persian writers.

Extant publications
Of the 1,300,000 verses attributed to him, there remain only 52 gasidas, ghazals and rubais; of his epic
masterpieces we have nothing beyond a few stray lines in native dictionaries. But the most serious loss is that of
his translation of Abdullah Ibn al-Mugaffa's Arabic version of the old Indian fable book Kalila and Dimna
(Panchatantra), which he put into Persian verse at the request of his royal patron. Numerous fragments, however,
are preserved in the Persian lexicon of Asadi Tusi (the Lughat al-Furs, ed. P. Horn, Géttingen, 1897). In his
gasidas, all devoted to the praise of his sovereign and friend, Rudaki has left us unequalled models of a refined
and delicate taste, very different from the often bombastic compositions of later Persian encomiasts. His didactic
odes and epigrams express in well-measured lines a sort of Epicurean philosophy of human life and human
happiness; more charming still are the purely lyrical pieces in glorification of love and wine.

There is a complete edition of all the extant poems of Rudaki which were known at the end of the 19th century,
in Persian text and metrical German translation, together with a biographical account, based on forty-six Persian
manuscripts, in Hermann Ethé's Rudagi der Samanidendichter (Géttinger Nachrichten, 1873, pp. 663-742);
See also:

Neupersische Literatur in Wilhelm Geiger's Grundriss der iranischen Philologie (ii).

Paul Horn, Geschichte der persischen Literatur (1901), p. 73

E. G. Browne, Literary History of Persia, i. (1902)

C. J. Pickering, A Persian Chaucer in National Review (May 1890).

More recently, in 1963, Saeid Nafisi identified more fragments to be attributed E WiY L
to Rudaki and has assembled them, together with an extensive biography, i
in “Mohit-e Zendegi va Ahval va Ashaar-e Rudaki’.

=

Reference:

Taken from Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rudaki

Copyright (c) 2008 Morteza Tabatabaee.

Permission is granted to copy, distribute and/or modify this article - Rudaki,
the Great Persian Poet - (only) under the terms of GNU General Public License.
It is subject to the terms of the "GNU Free Documentation License, Version 1.2
or any later version published by the Free Software Foundation.”

See: http://www.gnu.org/licenses/fdl.txt
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24 Trades and Businesses

Tabatabaee Persian Carpet

Half of century T ﬂ;;?&; T T # ]
experiences ano T L .
history in carpet | -.
whole sell 5 o
business with }‘? ¥
carpet vetailers gﬁ
i
and exporters. !*;
Handmade i *iB
carpets and rugs -'
from o
Kashmar, |

Mashad, B’ug'awo{, Kashan,
Tabriz, Esfahan ano Naeew.

No. 1, Level 1, Shadkam Carpet Mall,
Mashad Grand Bazar (Bazar Sarshour)
Mashad, Iran.

Director: Mohammad Reza Tabatabaee

Export Manager: Hamid Reza Tabatabaee

Phone: +98 511 2258431
Mobile: +98 915 5100 646
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32 On Beneficence
Sa'di

Aaviagry

If prudent you are, to the idea you will incline,

For the idea remains when the outward form's no more:
And he who has not knowledge, liberality, and fear of God
Has no idea within his outward form!

He sleeps at ease beneath the clay,

On whose account men easy-hearted sleep.

Care for your own self while living, for your own
Will be concerned with their own greed, not with a corpse!
Would you not be distraught of heart?

Then drop not the distraught from your mind.
Briskly scatter your treasure today,

For tomorrow its key will not be in your hand!

Take along with you your own provisions:

No compassion will come from children or wife!
He takes the ball of fortune with him from this world.
Who takes a portion with him to the world to come:
In sympathy, like my own finger-tip
None in the world will scratch my back!

Put not all you have on the palm of your hand,

Lest tomorrow you carry its back to your teeth.
Strive to cover the pauper's shame,

That God's own covering may envelope you;
Turn not portionless the stranger from your door,
Lest you go around one day from door to door a stranger;
A great man brings good to those in need.
Fearing that he may come to stand in need of others;
Look to the state of heart of those who're wounded,
For one day you may be wounded in heart;
Rejoice the inner-heart of those who've failed,
Bearing in mind the day of failure;

Being not a beggar at other men's doors,

In gratitude, drive not beggars from your own!

Taken from Bustan (The Fruit Garden c. 1256-57)
written by SA'DI, the great Persian Poet & prose writer
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Holy Salih's Miracle
A story from Holy Quran

The people of Thamud, did not
believe in their prophet, the Holy Salih.

One day, people's leaders and
authorities went to Salih and told him,
"if you are really God's Prophet, you
should bring us a miracle!" and they
asked him to bring out a camel from
inside the mountain.

Holy Salih prayed to God, and God

accepted his request and suddenly, a
female camel appeared from a cleave
opened in the rocks.

Salih told them: "This camel is the
Lord's miracle. You can all make use of
her milk. However, you must know that
she is free to graze wherever she
wishes.

And also, you are only free to use the
spring's water every other day; the rest
of the days, the water is hers.

Be very careful not to harm her,
otherwise, God's chastisement will be
cast upon you!"

But it did not take long before the
disbelieving people became frustrated
with the situation, and decided to kill
the camel. One of the athiests, Qaddar
Ibn Salif, who was very cruel and
heartless man, executed the plan and
killed the camel by cutting off her legs.

Reference:

Holy Salih became very sad and, by the
order of Allah, gave people three days to
stay in their houses and repent of their
wrong doings and start believing in the
one God.

But they did not take this opportunity
either, and finally, God's chastisement
was cast upon them. A great thunder
clobbered the city and they all died in
their seemingly safe houses.

The city was taken over by silence as if
no one had ever lived on that Land. The
beneficent God saved Salih and his
faithful followers from chastisement.

The kind God makes swear in Quran
that any one who is pious will be
salvated and any one who impures his
soul will be a loser and hopeless.

Taken from "Acquaintance with The Glorious Quran, Interpretation and translation of
Glorious Quran's 30th part". Surat Ash-Shams (the Sun) verses 1-15. This Surah was

revealed in Mecca and has 15 verses.

Shams means Sun, and the title has been taken from the Surah's first verse.
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