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2 Seal of the Prophets

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

A131009g

Seal of the Prophets (Khatim-an-Nabiyyin) is
a title given to Muhammad by a verse in the
Qur'an [Quran 33:40]  Muslims traditionally
interpret this verse as meaning that
Muhammad was the last prophet.

History of the concept in traditional Islam
The main Qur'anic reference to this phrase
comes from the chapter (surah) titled Al
Ahzab; "The Confederates" or "The Allies". In
this chapter, God answers criticism of
Muhammad's marriage to Zaynab, who was
divorced from Zaid, his adopted son. Since the
Qur'an already distinguished between adopted
and natural children, God, in response to the
accusations, said:

"Muhammad is not the father of any of your
men, but he is the Messenger of God and the
Seal of the prophets. And God is ever Knower
of all things."

Qur'an: "The Allies", verse 40.

While the primary focus of this narrative is to
answer accusations that his marriage to Zaynab
was immoral according to Arabic custom, (note
on adoption) this phrase is nonetheless taken
as being especially significant.

Reference:

Taken from Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seal of the prophets
Copyright (c) 2008 Morteza Tabatabaee.

Hadith

Sunnis claims to quote the Hadith of Umar
and prophecy as proof of Muhammad's
being the last prophet, while both Shi'a and
Sunni quote the Hadith of position.

In Shia-Sunni dispute

Shia Muslims believe that Muhammad was
succeeded through the sons of his daughter,
Zahra. One argument in support of this, in
words of Wilferd Madelung, has been that
"Muhammad could not have seen his
succession essentially other than in the light
of the narrations of the Qur'an about the
succession of the earlier prophets, just as he
saw his own mission as a prophet, the
resistance of his people with which he met,
and his ultimate success by divine grace in
the light of the experience of the former
prophets as related in the Qur'an. The earlier
prophets considered it a supreme favor to be
succeeded by their offspring or close kin for
which they implored the Lord." Sunnis
however use the above verse to argue
against this, saying that since Muhammad
was the last prophet, he was not to be
succeeded by any of his family. "In order to
reveal this design, God also let all of
Muhammad's sons die in infancy." According
to Wilferd Madelung, the latter argument is
based on a particular interpretation of "Seal
of the Prophet", and that even if excludes the
possibility of prophethood, it does not
exclude a spiritual and worldly successor for
Muhammad.

Academic view

According to Welch, Muslim interpretation of
Khatam-an-Nabiyyin as the "last and
greatest of the prophets"”, is most likely
based on a later interpretation. Carl Ernst
considers this phrase to mean that
Muhammad's "imprint on history is as final as
a wax seal on a letter".

Permission is granted to copy, distribute and/or modify this article - Seal of the prophets - (only) under
the terms of GNU General Public License. It is subject to the terms of the "GNU Free Documentation
License, Version 1.2 or any later version published by the Free Software Foundation.”

See: http://www.gnu.org/licenses/fdl.txt
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24 Trades and Businesses

Tabatabaee Persian Carpet

Half of century T ﬂ;;?&; T T # ]
experiences ano T L .
history in carpet | -.
whole sell 5 o
business with }‘? ¥
carpet vetailers gﬁ
i
and exporters. !*;
Handmade i *iB
carpets and rugs -'
from o
Kashmar, |

Mashad, B’ug'awo{, Kashan,
Tabriz, Esfahan ano Naeew.

No. 1, Level 1, Shadkam Carpet Mall,
Mashad Grand Bazar (Bazar Sarshour)
Mashad, Iran.

Director: Mohammad Reza Tabatabaee

Export Manager: Hamid Reza Tabatabaee

Phone: +98 511 2258431
Mobile: +98 915 5100 646
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Doxology
Sa'di

In the Name of God!
The Merciful! The Compassionate

In the name of the Lord, Soul-creating!
Wise One, speech-creating in the tongue!
Lord forgiving, apt to help,

Generous, fault-forgiving, excuse-accepting!
Glorious One! Whoever turns from His door his head.
To whatever door he goes, he finds no glory.
The heads of neck-lifting princes,

In His court, are on the floor of supplication.
Neither the rebellious does He summarily seize,
Nor the apologetic drives He harshly hence.
Does He wax wroth at ugly deeds?

If you relent, He crosses out what's gone.

If one seeks a quarrel with his father,

To be sure, the father will wax most wroth;
And a kinsman, who cannot tolerate his own,
Will drive them out like strangers;
If a slave be not brisk to duty,
The master will not hold him dear;

And you, being not affectionate to your companions -
Will not the companion flee parasangs from you?
If the soldier deserts his service,

The emperor, campaigning, rids himself of him;
The Lord of high and low, however,

For rebellion never shut provision's door on any.
The two existences a single drop in His knowledge's sea;
A sin He sees and clemently draws the veil.

The hide of earth, His open banquet-cloth;

At such a free-for-all, enemies and friends are one.

Taken from Bustan (The Fruit Garden c. 1256-57)
written by SA'DI, the great Persian Poet & prose writer
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Animals' Peace

Translated by Morteza Tabatabaee

Once upon a time, there
lived a rooster in a farmland next to a
jungle. He liked to read the books and
listen to the stories that his
grandmother had told him.

From those books and stories he learnt
many things about life, its dangers and
about the traps and tricks that its
enemies, such as foxes, use to hunt
chickens and roosters.

One day he had nothing to do and was
bored, so he decided to go for a walk.
He passed the farmland and suddenly
saw himself in the jungle. The weather
was nice. The birds were singing and
the flowers gave off a beautiful aroma in
the air. He enjoyed this a lot and started
to sing loudly.

The hungry fox heard his voice and
decided to hunt the rooster for his
lunch, and ran towards him.

The rooster saw the fox and jumped
over a tree and sat on a high branch.
What a beautiful sound you have. I
heard you and came here to hear you
better. Why did you stop singing? Why
did you jump over there? The fox said.
The rooster answered: I am afraid of
you and I feel safe here.

The fox laughed and said: Why? Didn't
you hear that the king of animals ruled
out that all the animals should be
friends with each other, and no

one should harm anyone else from now
on?

The rooster said to himself that the fox
is a liar and this is his trick to take me

Reference:
Original Story taken from Marzban Nameh.

He thought about it, and then he
pretended looking towards the farm far
from there.

The fox asked: Where are you looking?
The rooster answered: I am looking at an
animal, which is coming this way that
has big ears and long tail and runs very
fast. I don't know what it is, but it looks
like a wolf.

The fox said: I guess that animal must
be a big dog. So, I should better run
away now.

The rooster said: Did you forget what
the King of animals said, "All the animals
should be friends with each other and
no one should harm anyone”, so you
should not worry.

The fox answered: I am worry if that
dog didn't hear the king of animals’
speech.

The fox escaped and the rooster
became free and came down the tree.

Marzban Nameh is a well-known Persian storybook, written at about 1000 years ago by
Marzban son of Rostam son of Shervin, who was an Iranian prince from Tabarestan (now
known as Mazandaran, one of the northern provinces of Iran).

Read more good stories at www.goodstories.co.nr
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