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Seal of the Prophets
From Wikipedia, th e f r ee enc y c l o p edi a

Reference:
Taken from Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seal_of_the_prophets
Copyright (c) 2008 Morteza Tabatabaee.
P erm is s ion  is  gran ted  to copy,  d is tribu te an d / or m od if y this  articl e  -  S eal  of  the prophets  -  (on l y) u n d er 
the term s  of  G N U  G en eral  P u bl ic L icen s e. I t is  s u bj ect to the term s  of  the “ G N U  F ree D ocu m en tation  
L icen s e,  V ers ion  1 .2 or an y l ater v ers ion  pu bl is hed  by the F ree S of tw are F ou n d ation .”  
S ee:  http: / / w w w .gn u .org/ l icen s es / f d l .tx t

Seal of the Prophets (Khatim-an-Nabiyyin )  i s  
a  t i t l e  g i v e n  t o  M u h a m m a d  b y  a  v e r s e  i n  t h e  
Q u r ' a n  [Qur'an 33-4 0 ] .  M u s l i m s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  
i n t e r p r e t  t h i s  v e r s e  a s  m e a n i n g  t h a t  
M u h a m m a d  w a s  t h e  l a s t  p r o p h e t .
H i story  of the c on c ept i n  trad i ti on al I slam
T h e  m a i n  Q u r ' a n i c  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h i s  p h r a s e  
c o m e s  f r o m  t h e  c h a p t e r  (s u r a h )  t i t l e d  A l  
A h z a b ;  " T h e  C o n f e d e r a t e s "  o r  " T h e  A l l i e s " .  I n  
t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  G o d  a n s w e r s  c r i t i c i s m  o f  
M u h a m m a d ' s  m a r r i a g e  t o  Z a y n a b ,  w h o  w a s  
d i v o r c e d  f r o m  Z a i d ,  h i s  a d o p t e d  s o n .  S i n c e  t h e  
Q u r ' a n  a l r e a d y  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  b e t w e e n  a d o p t e d  
a n d  n a t u r a l  c h i l d r e n ,  G o d ,  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  
a c c u s a t i o n s ,  s a i d :
" M u hammad  is  no t the  f athe r  o f  any o f  yo u r  
me n,  bu t he  is  the  M e s s e ng e r  o f  G o d  and  the  
S e al  o f  the  p r o p he ts .  A nd  G o d  is  e v e r  Kno w e r  
o f  al l  thing s . "  
Q u r ' a n :  " T h e  A l l i e s " ,  v e r s e  4 0 .  

H ad i th
S u n n i s  c l a i m s  t o  q u o t e  t h e  H a d i t h  o f  U m a r  
a n d  p r o p h e c y  a s  p r o o f  o f  M u h a m m a d ' s  
b e i n g  t h e  l a s t  p r o p h e t ,  w h i l e  b o t h  S h i ' a  a n d  
S u n n i  q u o t e  t h e  H a d i t h  o f  p o s i t i o n .
I n  Shi a- Su n n i  d i spu te
S h i a  M u s l i m s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  M u h a m m a d  w a s  
s u c c e e d e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  s o n s  o f  h i s  d a u g h t e r ,  
Z a h r a .  O n e  a r g u m e n t  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s ,  i n  
w o r d s  o f  W i l f e r d  M a d e l u n g ,  h a s  b e e n  t h a t  
" M u h a m m a d  c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  s e e n  h i s  
s u c c e s s i o n  e s s e n t i a l l y  o t h e r  t h a n  i n  t h e  l i g h t  
o f  t h e  n a r r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  Q u r ' a n  a b o u t  t h e  
s u c c e s s i o n  o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  p r o p h e t s ,  j u s t  a s  h e  
s a w  h i s  o w n  m i s s i o n  a s  a  p r o p h e t ,  t h e  
r e s i s t a n c e  o f  h i s  p e o p l e  w i t h  w h i c h  h e  m e t ,  
a n d  h i s  u l t i m a t e  s u c c e s s  b y  d i v i n e  g r a c e  i n  
t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  f o r m e r  
p r o p h e t s  a s  r e l a t e d  i n  t h e  Q u r ' a n .  T h e  e a r l i e r  
p r o p h e t s  c o n s i d e r e d  i t  a  s u p r e m e  f a v o r  t o  b e  
s u c c e e d e d  b y  t h e i r  o f f s p r i n g  o r  c l o s e  k i n  f o r  
w h i c h  t h e y  i m p l o r e d  t h e  L o r d . "  S u n n i s  
h o w e v e r  u s e  t h e  a b o v e  v e r s e  t o  a r g u e  
a g a i n s t  t h i s ,  s a y i n g  t h a t  s i n c e  M u h a m m a d  
w a s  t h e  l a s t  p r o p h e t ,  h e  w a s  n o t  t o  b e  
s u c c e e d e d  b y  a n y  o f  h i s  f a m i l y .  " I n  o r d e r  t o  
r e v e a l  t h i s  d e s i g n ,  G o d  a l s o  l e t  a l l  o f  
M u h a m m a d ' s  s o n s  d i e  i n  i n f a n c y . "  A c c o r d i n g  
t o  W i l f e r d  M a d e l u n g ,  t h e  l a t t e r  a r g u m e n t  i s  
b a s e d  o n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  " S e a l  
o f  t h e  P r o p h e t " ,  a n d  t h a t  e v e n  i f  e x c l u d e s  t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  p r o p h e t h o o d ,  i t  d o e s  n o t  
e x c l u d e  a  s p i r i t u a l  a n d  w o r l d l y  s u c c e s s o r  f o r  
M u h a m m a d .  
A c ad em i c  v i ew
A c c o r d i n g  t o  W e l c h ,  M u s l i m  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  
Khatam-an-Nabiyyin a s  t h e  " l a s t  a n d  
g r e a t e s t  o f  t h e  p r o p h e t s " ,  i s  m o s t  l i k e l y  
b a s e d  o n  a  l a t e r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  C a r l  E r n s t  
c o n s i d e r s  t h i s  p h r a s e  t o  m e a n  t h a t  
M u h a m m a d ' s  " i m p r i n t  o n  h i s t o r y  i s  a s  f i n a l  a s  
a  w a x  s e a l  o n  a  l e t t e r " .

W h i l e  t h e  p r i m a r y  f o c u s  o f  t h i s  n a r r a t i v e  i s  t o  
a n s w e r  a c c u s a t i o n s  t h a t  h i s  m a r r i a g e  t o  Z a y n a b  
w a s  i m m o r a l  a c c o r d i n g  t o  A r a b i c  c u s t o m ,  (n o t e  
o n  a d o p t i o n )  t h i s  p h r a s e  i s  n o n e t h e l e s s  t a k e n  
a s  b e i n g  e s p e c i a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t .
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Tabatabaee Persian Carpet
Half of century 
ex p eri ences  and  
h i s tory i n carp et 

w h ole s ell 
b us i nes s  w i th  
carp et retai lers  
and  ex p orters .
 Hand m ad e 

carp ets  and  rug s  
from

K as h m ar,
 M as h ad ,  B i rj and ,  K as h an,  
T ab ri z ,  E s fah an and  N aeen.

No. 1, Level 1, Shadkam Carpet Mall,
Mas had G ran d B az ar ( B az ar Sars hou r)

Mas had, I ran .

D i rec tor:  Mohammad R ez a T ab atab aee
E x port Man ag er:  H ami d R ez a T ab atab aee

P hon e:  + 9 8  5 11 2 2 5 8 4 3 1
Mob i le:  + 9 8  9 15  5 10 0  6 4 6

T rad es an d  B u si n esses
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D ox olog y
S a' di

I n  t h e  N a m e  o f  G o d !
T h e  M e r c i f u l !  T h e  C o m p a s s i o n a t e

In the name of the Lord, Soul-creating!
W is e O ne, s p eech-creating in the tongue!

Lord forgiv ing, ap t to help ,
G enerous , fault-forgiv ing, ex cus e-accep ting!

G lorious  O ne! W hoev er turns  from H is  door his  head.
T o w hatev er door he goes , he finds  no glory .

T he heads  of neck -lifting p rinces ,
In H is  court, are on the floor of s up p lication.

N either the reb ellious  does  H e s ummarily  s eiz e,
N or the ap ologetic driv es  H e hars hly  hence.

D oes  H e w ax  w roth at ugly  deeds ?
If y ou relent, H e cros s es  out w hat' s  gone.
If one s eek s  a q uarrel w ith his  father,

T o b e s ure, the father w ill w ax  mos t w roth;
A nd a k ins man, w ho cannot tolerate his  ow n,

W ill driv e them out lik e s trangers ;
If a s lav e b e not b ris k  to duty ,

T he mas ter w ill not hold him dear;
A nd y ou, b eing not affectionate to y our comp anions  -
W ill not the comp anion flee p aras angs  from y ou?

If the s oldier des erts  his  s erv ice,
T he emp eror, camp aigning, rids  hims elf of him;

T he Lord of high and low , how ev er,
F or reb ellion nev er s hut p rov is ion' s  door on any .

T he tw o ex is tences  a s ingle drop  in H is  k now ledge' s  s ea;
A  s in H e s ees  and clemently  draw s  the v eil.
T he hide of earth, H is  op en b anq uet-cloth;

A t s uch a free-for-all, enemies  and friends  are one.

Taken from Bustan ( Th e F ru i t  G ard en c .  1 2 5 6 - 5 7 )
w ri t t en b y  S A ' D I ,  t h e g reat  P ers i an P oet  &  p ros e w ri t er
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A n i m als'  Peac e
T ran s l at ed b y  M ort ez a T ab at ab aee

Once upon a time, there 
l i v ed  a  ro o s ter i n  a  f a rm l a n d  n ex t to  a  
j u n g l e.  H e l i k ed  to  rea d  the b o o k s  a n d  
l i s ten  to  the s to ri es  tha t hi s  
g ra n d m o ther ha d  to l d  hi m .
F ro m  tho s e b o o k s  a n d  s to ri es  he l ea rn t 
m a n y  thi n g s  a b o u t l i f e,  i ts  d a n g ers  a n d  
a b o u t the tra p s  a n d  tri c k s  tha t i ts  
en em i es ,  s u c h a s  f o x es ,  u s e to  hu n t 
c hi c k en s  a n d  ro o s ters .
O n e d a y  he ha d  n o thi n g  to  d o  a n d  w a s  
b o red ,  s o  he d ec i d ed  to  g o  f o r a  w a l k .  
H e p a s s ed  the f a rm l a n d  a n d  s u d d en l y  
s a w  hi m s el f  i n  the j u n g l e.  T he w ea ther 
w a s  n i c e.  T he b i rd s  w ere s i n g i n g  a n d  
the f l o w ers  g a v e o f f  a  b ea u ti f u l  a ro m a  i n  
the a i r.  H e en j o y ed  thi s  a  l o t a n d  s ta rted  
to  s i n g  l o u d l y .
T he hu n g ry  f o x  hea rd  hi s  v o i c e a n d  
d ec i d ed  to  hu n t the ro o s ter f o r hi s  
l u n c h,  a n d  ra n  to w a rd s  hi m .
T he ro o s ter s a w  the f o x  a n d  j u m p ed  
o v er a  tree a n d  s a t o n  a  hi g h b ra n c h.
W ha t a  b ea u ti f u l  s o u n d  y o u  ha v e.  I  
hea rd  y o u  a n d  c a m e here to  hea r y o u  
b etter.  W hy  d i d  y o u  s to p  s i n g i n g ?  W hy  
d i d  y o u  j u m p  o v er there?  T he f o x  s a i d .
T he ro o s ter a n s w ered :  I  a m  a f ra i d  o f  
y o u  a n d  I  f eel  s a f e here.  
T he f o x  l a u g hed  a n d  s a i d :  W hy ?  D i d n ’ t 
y o u  hea r tha t the k i n g  o f  a n i m a l s  ru l ed  
o u t tha t a l l  the a n i m a l s  s ho u l d  b e 
f ri en d s  w i th ea c h o ther,  a n d  n o  
o n e s ho u l d  ha rm  a n y o n e el s e f ro m  n o w  
o n ?  
T he ro o s ter s a i d  to  hi m s el f  tha t the f o x  
i s  a  l i a r a n d  thi s  i s  hi s  tri c k  to  ta k e m e 
Reference:
Original Story taken from Marzban Nameh.
Marzban Nameh is  a w ell- know n P ers ian s torybook,  w ritten at abou t 1 0 0 0  years  ago by 
Marzban s on of R os tam s on of Sherv in,  w ho w as  an I ranian p rinc e from T abares tan ( now  
know n as  Mazand aran,  one of the northern p rov inc es  of I ran) .
R ead  more good  s tories  at w w w .good s tories .c o.nr

H e tho u g ht a b o u t i t,  a n d  then  he 
p reten d ed  l o o k i n g  to w a rd s  the f a rm  f a r 
f ro m  there.
T he f o x  a s k ed :  W here a re y o u  l o o k i n g ?
T he ro o s ter a n s w ered :  I  a m  l o o k i n g  a t a n  
a n i m a l ,  w hi c h i s  c o m i n g  thi s  w a y  tha t 
ha s  b i g  ea rs  a n d  l o n g  ta i l  a n d  ru n s  v ery  
f a s t.  I  d o n ’ t k n o w  w ha t i t i s ,  b u t i t l o o k s  
l i k e a  w o l f .
T he f o x  s a i d :  I  g u es s  tha t a n i m a l  m u s t 
b e a  b i g  d o g .  S o ,  I  s ho u l d  b etter ru n  
a w a y  n o w .  

T he ro o s ter s a i d :  D i d  y o u  f o rg et w ha t 
the K i n g  o f  a n i m a l s  s a i d ,  " A l l  the a n i m a l s  
s ho u l d  b e f ri en d s  w i th ea c h o ther a n d  
n o  o n e s ho u l d  ha rm  a n y o n e” ,  s o  y o u  
s ho u l d  n o t w o rry .  
T he f o x  a n s w ered :  I  a m  w o rry  i f  tha t 
d o g  d i d n ’ t hea r the k i n g  o f  a n i m a l s ’  
s p eec h.
T he f o x  es c a p ed  a n d  the ro o s ter 
b ec a m e f ree a n d  c a m e d o w n  the tree.



 ����� ����	

  ������ ��	
�����
� ����	����� ������ �������

www.iranian-wa.co.nr

Editor

C on trib u tors

A dv e rtis in g  &  P u b l ic  R e l a tion

W e b :  w w w . ira n ia n - w a . c o. n r
Em a il :  th e l ig h t@ iin e t. n e t. a u

���������

� � 	 ��
 � �  	 �

  � 	 ��� �� � �  �  � ��� � � �  � ���� � �

  ���������� ����	
� �
���

  ���������� �
� ��� �
���
����� � �  ��� ��

  ���������� ����	
� �
���

M ortez a T ab atab aee

Sai ed  T ab atab aee
H om a F athi

M ortez a + 6 1  ( 0 )  4 0 5  7 6 6  2 0 8


