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Melwan and Marly
Amir Haghighi

10 Years Old
Western Australia
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Best place in the world
Zahra Haghighi

6 Years Old

Western Australia
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Ladybug
Afsaneh Tabatabaee
7 Years Old

Mashad, Iran
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22 Famous Iranian Personalities in USA
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

A131008

Academia/Science

Siavash Alamouti, CTO Broad Band and INTEL fellow, inventor of Alamouti Code, code-communication engineer
Nima Arkani-Hamed, physicist from Harvard

Mina Bissell, scientist and biologist, LBL.

Hamid Dabashi, Hagop Kevorkian Professor of Iranian Studies, Columbia University in New York.

Nader Engheta, Professor of Electrical and Systems Engineering at the University of Pennsylvania.

Nariman Farvardin, Provost of University of Maryland

Ali Haghani, Professor and Chairman, Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering, University of
Maryland.

Ali Javan, physicist, inventor of gas laser, Professor Emeritus of Physics at MIT.

Mehran Kardar, physicist, MIT.

Ahmad Karimi-Hakkak, Founding Director of Center for Persian Studies, University of Maryland.

Abbas Milani, Director of Iranian Studies Program, Stanford University.

Parviz Moin, Director and Senior Scientist, Stanford University.

Roxana Moslehi, DCEG post-doctoral fellow at National Cancer Institute , adjunct assistant professor at George
Washington University.

Hamid Mowlana, Director of the Division of International Communication at American University in Washington
D.C., and former President of the International Association for Media and Communication Research.

Hamid Omidvar, Montgomery County Government Chief of Planning & Design, Architect, AIA

Firouz Naderi, NASA director of Mars project.

Majid M. Naini, computer scientist, former Professor at University of Pennsylvania, Rumi expert.

Seyyed Hossein Nasr, philosopher, George Washington University.

Ali Nayeri, Theoretical Physicist, Harvard University.

Sepandar Kamvar, computer scientist, Stanford University.

Camran Nezhat, Director, Stanford Endoscopy Center for Training & Technology.

Kaveh Pahlavan, Professor of Wireless Networks, Worcester Polytechnic Institute.

Manuchehr Shahrokhi, Craig Fellow/Professor & Editor of Global Finance Journal California State University,
Fresno. Executive Director, Global Finance Association.

Hechmat Tabechian, Executive Director of Rochester Academy of Medicine University of Rochester.

Vahid Tarokh, Leading communication theorist Harvard University.

Cumrun Vafa, String theorist in Harvard

Ehsan Yarshater, Hagop Kevorkian Professor Emeritus of Iranian Studies, Director of Center for Iranian Studies,
Columbia University , Founder and Editor of grand project Encyclopaedia Iranica.

Arts/Entertainment

Omid Djalili, Comedian

Omid Abtahi, actor

Shohreh Aghdashloo Academy Award-nominated film/television actress
Dan Ahdoot, stand-up comedian

Jonathan Ahdout, actor

Cameron Alborzian, model (Iranian father, English mother)

Reza Badiyi, tv director

Catherine Bell, actress

Nadia Bjorlin, TV/soap opera actress

Cyrus Kar, film director

Andre Khabbazi - actor, semi-professional tennis player

Rosie Malek-Yonan, actress, author, director, and documentary filmmaker
Leyla Milani, model "Deal or No Deal"
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Arts/Entertainment

Hamid Moslehi, Michael Jackson's former main videographer/photographer
Amin Nazemzadeh, actor

Cyrus Nowrasteh, screenwriter and director

Bijan Pakzad, noted fashion and fragrance designer

Adrian Pasdar, actor

Sarah Shahi, model and actress

Bahar Soomekh, actress

Tami Stronach, dancer, choreographer, actress

Bob Yari, Academy Award winner film producer

Business/Technology

Anousheh Ansari, first female space tourist, leading telecommunication entrepreneur, and namesake of the X Prize
Mike Ebrahimi, President/Co-CEO of Idea Labz, Inc. President/CFO of Vegas Music Conference, Inc.; Co-
Founorang samadider/CEO of Baldwin Enterprises, LLC.

Hossein Eslambolchiorang samadi, AT&T's Chief Technology Officer and the President of Bell Labs.

Vartan Gregorian, President of The Carnegie Corporation of New York.

Omid Kordestani, Senior Vice President of Google

Manny Mashouf, Founder and Chairman of bebe stores

Behzad Moslehi, Founder/CEO, Chairman of the Board of Directors, [IFOS® (Intelligent Fiber Optic System)
Mehrdad Nikoonahad, Founder & CEO, Nikoo Technology, Inc.

Pierre Omidyar, Founder of e-Borang samadiay.

Sina Tamaddon, Senior Vice President of Applications for Apple Computer.

Shahram Dabiri, Is the Lead Producer responsible for the massively multiplayer online role-playing game
(MMORPG) World of Warcraft.

Literature

Reza Aslan, writer

Mahnaz Badihian, poet

Firoozeh Dumas, writer of Funny in Farsi: A Memoir of Growing Up Iranian in America
Roya Hakakian, writer

Rosie Malek-Yonan, author of The Crimson Field

Azar Nafisi, writer

Majid M. Naini, writer, speaker

Vali Nasr, wrlter speaker

Media/Journalism

Christiane Amanpour, CNN Chief international correspondent
Davar Ardalan, NPR producer of Morning Edition

Rudi Bakhtiar, FOX news anchor, former CNN lead anchor
Alireza Jafarzadeh, FOX News Channel Foreign Affairs Analyst
Arash Markazi, journalist, Sports Illustrated

Azadeh Moaveni, journalist, Time Magazine

Asieh Namdar, CNN news anchor

Music

Lily Afshar, female classical guitarist

Shamou, percussmnlst and member of Loopin

Pouyan Afkary, synthesizer musician, member of Scary Kids Scaring Kids
Axiom of Choice, world music group

Richard Danielpour, musician

Deep Dish, dance music group

Leila Bela, Avant-garde musician, actress, writer and former member of Pigface
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Politics

Goli Ameri, Republican candidate of U.S. House from the 1st district of Oregon, United States delegate to
United Nations Commission on Human Rights

Hushang Ansary, former Iranian Minister of Finance and Chairman of National Finance Committee of Bush-
Cheney 2004 Campaign

Jimmy Delshad, Vice Mayor of Beverly Hills, California

George Deukmejian, former governor of California

Ross Mirkarimi, Member of San Francisco City Council from the Green Party.

David Safavian, disgraced former Chief of Staff of the United States General Services Administration

Sports

Andre Agassi, tennis player

Shawn Daivari, professional wrestler and manager, better known by his stage names of Khosrow Daivari or
simply Daivari

Alecko Eskandarian, soccer player, United States national team

Andranik Eskandarian, former soccer player

Afshin Ghotbi, soccer coach, currect assistant coach of Korea Republic national football team

T. J. Houshmandzadeh, NFL player (father is Iranian)

King Kamali, IFBB pro bodybuilder

Ali Khosroshahin, Head Coach of the University of Southern California womens soccer team
George Malek-Yonan, Iran's "Champion of Champions" in Track & Field and Pentathelon
Michael Shabaz, tennis player, 2005 Wimbledon boys' doubles championship

Sanaz Shahbazi, martial arts champion

Leila Vaziri, The current world record holder of the 50 m women's backstroke

Khosrow Vaziri, retired professional wrestler, better known by his stage name of The Iron Sheik

Reference:

Taken from Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of Iranian Americans

Copyright (c) 2007 Morteza Tabatabaee.

Permission is granted to copy, distribute and/or modify this article - Famous Iranian Personalities - (only)
under the terms of GNU General Public License. It is subject to the terms of the "GNU Free Documentation
License, Version 1.2 or any later version published by the Free Software Foundation.”

See: http://www.gnu.org/licenses/fdl.txt

4 Be a columnist at The Light
r_ Ny
DO you have an article about Iran or Iranian immigrants? Want to put your
Has something you’'ve read here startled you? Are you angry, thoughts on paper?

excited, puzzled or pleased? Then why don’t you express your
thought to the world?

If we publish your article, you will receive a tremendous amount of
visibility among “The Light” publication readers.

(=

The article must focus on Iran and Iranian related issues only. = ?

Vi

AL it
Send your writings to: thelight@iinet.net.au L/A( /"'74{

\

Yours Sincerely

Morteza Tabatabaee

IWA website terms and conditions apply. See http://www.iranian-wa.co.nr/termofuse.html
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2 Sohrab Sepehri, Poet & Painter
By Amin Movahedi

The Water’s Footfall, is a truly amazing poem written by a well known Persian poet Sohrab
Sepehri. This poet’s poem is a true indication of the artistic way of putting Western and Eastern type
of poetry on the paper. Sepehri was born in Kashan on 1928. He was a well educated person who
loved art and poetry from the young age. He graduated from high school and began his studies at the
Faculty of Fine Arts at Tehran University.

Sepehri is known around the world, in the east and the west for his remarkable work. He traveled the
world from Iran to India, England, France, Brazil, Japan and USA just to name a few. He held
individual exhibitions in galleries and international painting festivals were he got lots of prizes and
earned special degrees. He published six poetry books in his short life which was the hard work of
putting life, nature, love, heaven and hell into divine words.

Sepehri’s poems have a unique form of structure and style. His poems are
structured in free verse. In Water’s Footfall he starts writing about when
he was a teenage boy to when he was heading towards death. He talks
about life being a pleasant custom and death not being the “end of a
pigeon”. He clearly indicated that life was pleasant and enjoyable for him
and death won’t make any difference to it. He tells us that death might be
the end of us in this world, but this death is a new beginning. He mentions
“Death goes in the mouth with a bunch of grapes. I think it means death
is not bitter in reality it is as sweet as grapes. He uses the fruit metaphor,
the grape. Grape is the fruit of heaven, it is the fruit which makes the clean
and holly wine.

It is not very difficult to imagine the place that he was while he wrote
this poem or other ones. I can imagine him seating down under a tree
somewhere nice and quite and writing this poem. Some resources
say the Sepehri gave this quote, he says: “For a poet to write a perfect
poem he needs the following: He needs something to write with and
something to write on. He then needs to be in nature away from
technology and its reliability. He was very exact and the emotive
language forms this poem. There are lots of similes used in his
poems which make a better understanding than explaining it in
words for instance “ death sometimes picks basils™ this part points
out that death doesn’t necessary chase you all the time. He says “The
lungs of pleasure are filled with the oxygen of death” this part means
that oxygen is a great thing because we breathe it in to survive, but
it could also be severe and dangerous because we are reliable on it
therefore without oxygen we would die. “Death sings in the larynx
of the red throat” these all specify that death is with us all the time
we can’t escape or run away from it.
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2 Sohrab Sepehri, Poet & Painter

He communicates well with r
his readers through his
emotion and experiences.
He brings lots of words
which are hard to translate
to English for instance
Kaaba,

which is a building at Mecca, the Muslim Holy of Holies,
containing a sacred black stone which is a pre_Islamic granite
and marble shrine shape like an irregular cube of about
twelve to fifteen meters, said to have been constructed by
Abraham upon divine command. This is a very good example
of some words that can’t be translated not only to English but
to the other languages. Most of Sepehri’s poems don’t
necessary mean the same thing that is written. Sometimes
you have to translate it in your way so you can have a better

understanding of the poem.

It is very engaging to understand the poet’s personality and
his way of thinking throughout the poem. For instance one
line he talks about life and a line after he talks about death.
One line he talks about horses being noble animals and one
line after he talks about people keeping vultures as their pets.
It might seem a bit wired but his poems are professionally set.
He liked to reveal his good and bad times through his poems.
In some of his other poems he is just not understandable at all.
It is sometime hard to pick up his styles and meanings unless
we get deep to his poem’s style and meaning.

Water's Footfall

I come from Kashan.

My life's not too bad.

I piece together wit and bread
with a spice of colour and metre.
My mother is finer than new leaf,
my friends than running water.

And a God lives nearby

among common gillyflowers

at the base of that tall fir.

This God swims on the mind of water,
ascends the ontogeny of plants.

I am a Moslem. The tools of my prayer
are a rose, light, a spring of water.

The wide plain is my mat.

Windows throb as I cleanse myself.

In my prayer the moon circulates

with the earth's magnetic field.

All my praying has become clear:

a stone can be seen through it.

I begin to say the words

only when the wind's azan

has sung from the tips of cypresses,
when the grass has chorused its praises
and the sea's waves have stood upright.
My Mecca is here by the water,
underneath the acacia tree:

like a passing breeze it visits

orchard after orchard, city after city.

Sunlight in the garden is my black
kissing-stone.

I'm a Kashani - and a painter.

From time to time I build you a cage
of colours and offer it for sale

to rekindle your lonely spirits

with the pent voluntaries of poppies.
It's a dream, only a dream, I know!
My canvas is lifeless and the pool
of my art without a single fish!

The Light, Volume 01, Issue 05, 01/October/2007
Copyright © Iranians of Western Australia Website 2005 — 2007

WWW.iranian-wa.co.nr
All rights reserved

[pangn)



Silence in Five Acts
Saied Tabatabaee

The house was hushed and the woman,
asleep; dreaming? Dreaming of a panther racing
after her car through the green meadows of
Africa. Or maybe dreaming of an airplane crash.
Or of lovemaking in the dark of a chilly cave.
Was she sleeping, or feigning it, listening to the
ticking of the clock, reminiscent of the footsteps
of a man.

She could hate him, or love him. She could
worry over his coming home, or over his not
coming back. She could love him and hate him at
the same time. She could be dreaming of him, or
she could be dreaming of herself feigning sleep,
waiting for him.

The house was hushed, the woman asleep.
Maybe not. Maybe the man she loved had killed
her in a moment of madness and sunk the house
into silence. Maybe the woman killed the man,
and lay on his body, trying to sleep deeply so he
remains in his eternal sleep. Maybe the man she
still loved was in her arms; maybe she had yet to
kill him.

The house was hushed, the woman asleep, but
maybe asleep in another man’s arms, not her own
husband. Maybe that was why they were both
dead. Maybe the woman was dead because the
wife of the man she was in bed with suddenly
walked in. Or maybe she dreamt it all and this
dream was the sequel to the dream about the cave
and the panther. Maybe a man had arrived and
killed her for no reason. She dreamt of being dead,
and at times, dreamt of being a Raggedy Ann doll.
She saw in her dream that the man was satisfied
by her death, satisfied with the cotton balls from
her insides filling the whole of the room.

The house was hushed and the woman asleep.
There wasn’t any man there, and no man was
going to be there. Never had been, never would be.
She was who she was, but she thought that without
a man in her life, being a woman was meaningless.
But she was there, asleep, and she was dreaming.
Dreaming of dying, of death, of a man’s death.
She was dreaming the male of a species of spiders
or scorpions which would be eaten by the female.
She was dreaming and feeling the taste of human
flesh under her teeth, and on the length of her
tongue; feeling the hard, and at the same time,
sweet meat of the man who was also sleeping.

The house was hushed and the woman asleep.
Another woman was also asleep, in another place:
the woman she loved. The woman she wished to
hold in her arms. She wished for the house to be
not so deep in silence, but filled with the woman’s
moans. She imagined her being asleep and, in her
mind, she took off the woman’s dress. She
caressed her all over, took off her own dress and
still touched her and caressed her, her mind
jammed with long and short shrieks.

=t

The house was hushed, but there wasn’t a woman
to be asleep and not a man, either. The house was
empty. The bed was disturbed, the closets messed
up and jumbled clothes all over the place, books
piled on the floor, flowers withered. There was no
man, and no woman. The house was empty, there
was only silence...

Translated by Saghi Ghahraman
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Sarah's Decision

Translated by Morteza Tabatabaee

One day, Sarah’s mother asked her to bring her storybook and read for
her. I always like you read your books for me. Her mum said.

Sarah was happy and went to her room to get the book, however she couldn’t
find it. She looked everywhere. In the bookshelf, inside the toys box, even
among her clothes, but the book was not there.

Sarah came back to her mother and said. Mum, I can't find my book. Have
you seen my book somewhere?

Mum said: No! Think and try to remember when and where was the last time
you have read your book. Have you lended your book to one of your friends?

Sarah thought and thought. She remembered that yesterday she
was sitting in the back yard reading that story.

Sarah ran toward the yard and
saw her book. First she became
happy that she found her book,
however when she reached and
picked the book up her smile
turned to lour. The book’s cover
was wet and some pages were

dirty.

Sarah was sad, but what she
could do?

She thought and then made a
very good decision.

Do you know what decision she
made?

Reference:
Original Story taken from Farsi literature book of grade two of Iranian primary Schools.

Read more good stories at www.goodstories.co.nr
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