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Iranian Personalities
Mr. Ehsan Tavakkoli, the Scientist

On completion of his BSc, Ehsan decided to 
continu e his academic life in A u str alia, w her e he 
su ccessfu lly  completed his M Sc deg r ee w ith hig h 
distinction in soil fer tility  and plant nu tr ition in 
Septemb er  2 0 0 6  at U niv er sity  of N ew  Eng land, and 
aw ar ded w ith a scholar ship to stu dy  for  his P hD  at 
U N E.
Ehsan’ s par ticu lar  focu s is on the w ay s that 
ag r icu ltu r e mak es its env ir onmental manag ement 
decisions.  H is w or k  inv olv es the inv ention and 
ex tension of new  techniq u es and pr ocesses that can 
help in this decision mak ing  for  hav ing  a 
su stainab le fer tility  and nu tr ition manag ement in 
b oth soil and cr ops.  D u r ing  his M Sc r esear ch, he 
focu sed on silicon nu tr ition in r ice and its effect in 
enhancing  economical and ag r icu ltu r al r ice 
pr odu ction.
D u r ing  his P hD , Ehsan is r esear ching  the u se of 
silicon fer tiliser s to enhance the disease r esistance 
in w heat.

Ehsan has estab lished a collab or ativ e r elationship 
b etw een U N E' s School of R u r al Science and 
A g r icu ltu r e and a g ov er nment depar tment in I r an.
Ehsan’ s r esear ch on “ the u se of silicon to enhance 
disease r esistance in w heat”  has in fact the 
potential to sav e the A u str alian w heat indu str y  
millions of dollar s thr ou g h r edu ced her b icide and 
fu ng icide tr eatments.  I t is alr eady  attr acting  str ong  
inter est and su ppor t in b oth A u str alia and I r an.
T he D epar tment of Soil and W ater  R esear ch at the 
I r anian M inistr y  of A g r icu ltu r e has made its 
lab or ator y  facilities av ailab le to Ehsan in the hope 
that his r esear ch w ill help I r an to incr ease its g r ain 
y ield.
Silicon has b een u sed for  centu r ies in the 
pr ev ention of plant diseases in ag r icu ltu r e, Ehsan 
ex plained.  W e ar e only  now  w or k ing  to acq u ir e a 
mor e pr ecise u nder standing  of its r ole in plant 
phy siolog y  and in disease pr ev ention.

and r esear cher  w as b or n on 
F eb r u ar y  1 9 8 2  in K ashmar , a 
city  of K hor asan, the N or th-
Easter n pr ov ince of I r an.  
Ehsan g r adu ated w ith a top 
deg r ee fr om his hig h school 
in 1 9 9 9  and star ted to stu dy  
A g r icu ltu r al Science at 
F er dow si U niv er sity  of 
M ashad, w hich has b een 
completed in 2 0 0 4  b y  
r eceiv ing  his b achelor  deg r ee 
of A g r icu ltu r al Sciences in 
b r anch of Soil Science.

W heat far mer s cou ld easily  incor por ate silicon in 
their  disease manag ement str ateg ies, he 
continu ed.  T his w ou ld mean an incr eased 
r esistance to plant diseases and a r edu ction in the 
need for  fu ng icides.  I nteg r ating  silicon application 
into fer tiliser  tr eatments w ou ld b e v er y  cost-
effectiv e.  
Silicon can r edu ce w heat far mer s'  costs, incr ease 
their  pr ofit mar g ins, and help them meet g r ow ing  
pr essu r e for  mor e env ir onmentally  fr iendly , 
su stainab le ag r icu ltu r e.  So far  I  hav e stu died the 
disease- r esistant r esponse to silicon application of 
a w ide r ang e of A u str alian and I r anian v ar ieties of 
w heat.  I  now  plan to inv estig ate the mechanisms 
thr ou g h w hich silicon enhances plants'  defence 
ag ainst disease, and to ex amine the r esponse of 
w heat to differ ent silicon sou r ces.

E h san T av ak k oli, an I r anian scientist
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Mr. Ehsan Tavakkoli, the Scientist

B e a c olu m nist at T h e L ig h t

DO you have an article about Iran or Iranian immigrants? 
H as something you’ ve read  here startled  you? A re you angry,  
ex cited ,  p uz z led  or p leased ? T hen w hy d on’ t you ex p ress your 
thought to the w orld ? 
If  w e p ublish your article,  you w ill receive a tremend ous amount of  
visibility among “ T he L ight”  p ublication read ers.
T he article must f ocus on Iran and  Iranian related  issues only.
S end  your w ritings to:  thelight@iinet.net.au 

Y ours S incerely
M ortez a T abatabaee

IW A  w ebsite terms and  cond itions ap p ly.  S ee http : / / w w w . iranian- w a. co. nr/ termof use. html

Ehsan ex plained that w heat far ms ar e g ener ally  
smaller  in I r an than in A u str alia, so I r anian far mer s 
do not find the chemicals u sed b y  A u str alian 
far mer s cost- effectiv e.
D u r ing  1 9 9 6 - 2 0 0 4 , he said, w heat pr odu ction 
incr eased fr om 1 0  to 1 4  million tons.  I n 2 0 0 4  I r an 
mar k ed its b ig g est ag r icu ltu r al achiev ement, 
annou ncing  that it w as self- su fficient in its g r ain 
pr odu ction ( Befor e that it had b een for ced to impor t 
sev er al million tonnes of w heat ev er y  y ear ) .  I r an 
r ecog nises that oil and g as ar e finite r esou r ces, he 
said.  I ts g oal is to b e the nu mb er  one pr odu cer  of 
ag r icu ltu r al g oods in the M iddle East ( C u r r ently  it is 
nu mb er  tw o –  b ehind T u r k ey ) .  T o help it achiev e 
this g oal, it is look ing  at emer g ing  technolog ies and 
ag r icu ltu r ally  adv anced pr actices in A u str alia.
H e said that the k eenly  aw aited r esu lts of his r esear ch w ou ld b e av ailab le to g ov er nments and far mer s at 
the conclu sion of his P hD  pr oj ect in 2 0 0 9 .  
A t U N E I  hav e fou nd an ideal stu dy  and r esear ch env ir onment, Ehsan said.  W hen I  came her e –  j u st ov er  
tw o y ear s ag o –  to u nder tak e my  M aster  of Science in A g r icu ltu r e deg r ee I  left I r an w ith a su itcase and no 
idea ab ou t w her e I  w as g oing .  I  hav e fou nd some of the most r espected, hig hly  q u alified, y et su ppor tiv e 
academic staff her e at U N E.  P r ofessor  A cr am T aj i, an inter nationally  r enow ned scientist, is his pr incipal 
su per v isor .  H is other  su per v isor s ar e P eter  Eng lish, D r  D av id Back hou se and D r  C hr is G u ppy .
Ehsan is passionate ab ou t his car eer  and feels pr iv ileg ed and honou r ed for  the oppor tu nity  to b e a scientific 
r esear cher , to lear n and to teach.  H e b eliev es that edu cation is not j u st ab ou t j ob  sk ills b u t ab ou t teaching  
people to b e g ood g lob al citiz ens, is ab ou t b u ilding  cohesiv e societies and is ab ou t car ing  for  the 
env ir onment and for  each other .
R ead mor e ab ou t Ehsan at http: / / w w w - per sonal. u ne. edu . au / ~ etav ak k o/   
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Tabatabaee Persian Carpet
Half of century 
ex p eri ences  and  
h i s tory i n carp et 

w h ole s ell 
b us i nes s  w i th  
carp et retai lers  
and  ex p orters .
 Hand m ad e 

carp ets  and  rug s  
from

K as h m ar,
 M as h ad ,  B i rj and ,  K as h an,  
T ab ri z ,  E s fah an and  N aeen.

No. 1, Level 1, Shadkam Carpet Mall,
Mas had G ran d B az ar ( B az ar Sars hou r)

Mas had, I ran .

D i rec tor:  Mohammad R ez a T ab atab aee
E x port Man ag er:  H ami d R ez a T ab atab aee

P hon e:  + 9 8  5 11 2 2 5 8 4 3 1
Mob i le:  + 9 8  9 15  5 10 0  6 4 6

T rad es and  B u sinesses
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Persian L ang u ag e and  L iteratu re
F rom  W ikip ed ia, th e f ree enc y c l opedia

Reference:
Taken from Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
http: / / en. w ik ipedia. or g / w ik i/ I r an# P er sian_ lang u ag e
C opy r ig ht ( c)  2 0 0 7  M or tez a T ab atab aee.
P er mission is g r anted to copy , distr ib u te and/ or  modify  this ar ticle  -  P er sian L ang u ag e and L iter atu r e -  
( only )  u nder  the ter ms of G N U  G ener al P u b lic L icense.  I t is su b j ect to the ter ms of the “ G N U  F r ee 
D ocu mentation L icense, V er sion 1 . 2  or  any  later  v er sion pu b lished b y  the F r ee Softw ar e F ou ndation. ”  
See:  http: / / w w w . g nu . or g / licenses/ fdl. tx t

Persian language is an I r anian t o ng u e  b e l o ng ing  t o  t h e  A r y an o r  I nd o - I r anian b r anc h  o f  
t h e  I nd o - E u r o p e an f am il y  o f  l ang u ag e s.  T h e  o l d e st  r e c o r d s in O l d  P e r sian d at e  b ac k  t o  t h e  g r e at  
P e r sian E m p ir e  o f  t h e  6 t h  c e nt u r y  B C .  T h e  k no w n h ist o r y  o f  t h e  P e r sian l ang u ag e  c an b e  d iv id e d  
int o  t h r e e  d ist inc t  p e r io d s: O l d  P e r sian,  P ar t h ian and  M id d l e  P e r sian and  N e w  P e r sian.
O l d  P e r sian su p p o se d l y  e v o l v e d  f r o m  P r o t o - I nd o - I r anian o n t h e  w e st e r n w ing  in t h e  I r anian p l at e au .  
T h e  f ir st  k no w n w r it t e n e v id e nc e  o f  P e r sian ap p e ar s w it h  t h e  r ise  o f  t h e  P e r sian E m p ir e  u nd e r  C y r u s 
t h e  G r e at  o f  t h e  A c h ae m e nid  d y nast y  in 5 5 0  B C .
D u r ing  t h e  P ar t h ian and  S assanid  e m p ir e s,  t h e  m o r p h o l o g y  o f  t h e  l ang u ag e  w as sim p l if ie d  f r o m  t h e  
c o m p l e x  c o nj u g at io n and  d e c l e nsio n sy st e m  o f  O l d  P e r sian t o  t h e  al m o st  c o m p l e t e l y  r e g u l ar iz e d  
m o r p h o l o g y  and  r ig id  sy nt ax  o f  M id d l e  P e r sian.
T h e  I sl am ic  c o nq u e st  o f  P e r sia m ar k s t h e  b e g inning  o f  t h e  m o d e r n h ist o r y  o f  P e r sian l ang u ag e  and  
l it e r at u r e .  I t  is k no w n as t h e  g o l d e n e r a o f  P e r sian. T h e  I sl am ic  c o nq u e st  o f  I r an c o m m e nc e d  a 
sy nt h e sis o f  t h e  A r ab ic  and  I r anian t o ng u e s.
B y  t h e  t e nt h  c e nt u r y ,  t h e  e f f e c t s o f  t h is d if f u sio n t h r e at e ne d  t o  e r ase  nat iv e  P e r sian e nt ir e l y ,  as 
P e r sian w r it e r s,  sc ie nt ist s,  and  sc h o l ar s e l e c t e d  t o  w r it e  in A r ab ic ,  t h e  l ing u a f r anc a o f  t h e  d ay .  T h is 
p r o m p t e d  F e r d o w si t o  c o m p o se  t h e  Shahnameh ( P e r sian:  B o o k  o f  K i ng s ) ,  I r an' s nat io nal  e p ic ,  
e nt ir e l y  in nat iv e  P e r sian.  T h is g av e  r ise  t o  a st r o ng  r e asse r t io n o f  I r anian nat io nal  id e nt it y ,  and  is in 
p ar t  r e sp o nsib l e  f o r  t h e  c o nt inu e d  e x ist e nc e  o f  P e r sian as a se p ar at e  l ang u ag e .

Persian lit erat ure sp ans t w o  and  a h al f  m il l e nnia,  t h o u g h  m u c h  o f  t h e  p r e - I sl am ic  
m at e r ial  h as b e e n l o st .  I t s so u r c e s o f t e n c o m e  f r o m  f ar - f l u ng  r e g io ns b e y o nd  t h e  b o r d e r s o f  
p r e se nt - d ay  I r an,  as t h e  P e r sian l ang u ag e  f l o u r ish e d  and  su r v iv e s ac r o ss w id e  sw at h s o f  C e nt r al  
A sia.  F o r  inst anc e ,  R u m i,  o ne  o f  P e r sia' s ( and  I sl am ' s)  b e st - l o v e d  p o e t s,  w r o t e  in P e r sian b u t  l iv e d  
in K o ny a,  no w  in T u r k e y  and  t h e n t h e  c ap it al  o f  t h e  S e l j u k s.  T h e  G h az nav id s c o nq u e r e d  l ar g e  
t e r r it o r ie s in C e nt r al  and  S o u t h  A sia,  and  ad o p t e d  P e r sian as t h e ir  c o u r t  l ang u ag e .  T h e r e  is t h u s 
P e r sian l it e r at u r e  f r o m  ar e as t h at  ar e  no w  p ar t  o f  A f g h anist an,  P ak ist an,  I nd ia and  C e nt r al  A sia.  
N o t  al l  t h is l it e r at u r e  is w r it t e n in P e r sian,  as so m e  c o nsid e r  w o r k s w r it t e n b y  e t h nic  P e r sians in 
o t h e r  l ang u ag e s,  su c h  as G r e e k  and  A r ab ic ,  t o  b e  inc l u d e d .
S u r v iv ing  w o r k s in P e r sian l ang u ag e s ( su c h  as O l d  P e r sian o r  M id d l e  P e r sian)  d at e  b ac k  as f ar  as 
6 5 0  B C E ,  t h e  d at e  o f  t h e  e ar l ie st  su r v iv ing  A c h ae m e nid  insc r ip t io ns.  T h e  b u l k  o f  t h e  su r v iv ing  
P e r sian l it e r at u r e ,  h o w e v e r ,  c o m e s f r o m  t h e  t im e s f o l l o w ing  t h e  I sl am ic  c o nq u e st  o f  I r an c ir c a 6 5 0  
C E .  A f t e r  t h e  A b b asid s c am e  t o  p o w e r  ( 7 5 0  C E ) ,  t h e  P e r sians b e c am e  t h e  sc r ib e s and  b u r e au c r at s 
o f  t h e  I sl am ic  e m p ir e  and  inc r e asing l y ,  al so  it s w r it e r s and  p o e t s.  P e r sians w r o t e  b o t h  in A r ab ic  
and  P e r sian;  P e r sian p r e d o m inat e d  in l at e r  l it e r ar y  c ir c l e s.  P e r sian p o e t s su c h  as S a' d i,  H af iz ,  R u m i 
and  O m ar  K h ay y am  ar e  w e l l  k no w n in t h e  w o r l d  and  h av e  inf l u e nc e d  t h e  l it e r at u r e  o f  m any  
c o u nt r ie s.
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A L ex and er
Saied  Tab atab aee

We are so quiet. 

M ore quiet th an  al l  th e k in g s,  
th e C aesars an d  ev en  th e 
p resid en ts.
W e are quiet. 
A w ay  f rom  th e an g er,  th e 
w rath ,  an d  th e l ust. 
S o quiet th at th ere is ev en  n o 
th oug h t ab out th e c on quest 
in sid e us.

N oth in g ,  un l ess th at l atest 
th oug h t;  th e on e w h o w il l  
d isc ov er our sk ul l ,
T o th e sorrow  c aused  of  a 
p ub l ic  rep resen tation  at th e 
h al l s of  a m useum .

Translated By: Sepideh Jodeyri
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K ing  and  th e g ard ener
Translated  b y  Mortez a Tab atab aee

R ef er enc e:
O riginal S tory tak en f rom M arz ban N ameh.
M arz ban N ameh is a w ell- k now n P ersian storybook ,  w ritten at about 1 0 0 0  years ago 
by M arz ban son of  R ostam son of  S hervin,  w ho w as an Iranian p rince f rom 
T abarestan ( now  k now n as M az and aran,  one of  the northern p rovinces of  Iran) .

One day, king Noshirvan was passing a road next to his palace, 
and visited a garden along the road, where he saw an old weakling 
and tired m an planting a walnu t tree.
T he K ing was su rprised.  S tepped f orward and sm iled.
G ood day , what are y ou  doing m an?  T he king asked.
Y ou r m aj esty , I ’ m  planting a walnu t tree.  T he gardener said.  
Y ou  are an old m an.  I t wou ld take ten y ears f or a walnu t plant to 
grow and get strong enou gh to f ru it.  D o y ou  really  think that y ou  will 
live that long to u se the f ru it of  this walnu t tree?  T he king said.

Y ou r m aj esty , I ’ m  not planting 
this f or m y self .  I  am  doing this f or 
posterity .  O thers have planted f or 
u s and we shou ld plant f or the 
others.  T he gardener said.
T he king honored the gardener’ s 
wise answer, and granted him  
the garden.
I t has b een said that the old m an 
lived a long age and even gave 
the king a gif t with the f ru it of  the 
sam e tree.
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