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¥+ Iranian Personalities
» Mr. Ehsan Tavakkoli, Scientist

%+ Be a columnist at "The Light”

1+ Persian Language and Literature

i+ Literary
p Alexander

1+ Kid's Corner
» King and the gardener
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4 Tranian Personalities

Ik

Mr. Ehsan Tavakkoli, the Scientist

Ehsan Tavakkoli, an Iranian scientist
and researcher was born on
February 1982 in Kashmar, a
city of Khorasan, the North-
Eastern province of Iran.
Ehsan graduated with a top
degree from his high school
in 1999 and started to study

Agricultural Science at
Ferdowsi University of
Mashad, which has been
completed in 2004 by

receiving his bachelor degree
of Agricultural Sciences in
branch of Soil Science.

On completion of his BSc, Ehsan decided to
continue his academic life in Australia, where he
successfully completed his MSc degree with high
distinction in soil fertility and plant nutrition in
September 2006 at University of New England, and
awarded with a scholarship to study for his PhD at
UNE.

Ehsan’s particular focus is on the ways that
agriculture makes its environmental management
decisions. His work involves the invention and
extension of new techniques and processes that can
help in this decision making for having a
sustainable fertility and nutrition management in
both soil and crops. During his MSc research, he
focused on silicon nutrition in rice and its effect in
enhancing economical and agricultural rice
production.

During his PhD, Ehsan is researching the use of
silicon fertilisers to enhance the disease resistance
in wheat.

Ehsan has established a collaborative relationship
between UNE's School of Rural Science and
Agriculture and a government department in Iran.
Ehsan’s research on “the use of silicon to enhance
disease resistance in wheat” has in fact the
potential to save the Australian wheat industry
millions of dollars through reduced herbicide and
fungicide treatments. It is already attracting strong
interest and support in both Australia and Iran.
The Department of Soil and Water Research at the
Iranian Ministry of Agriculture has made its
laboratory facilities available to Ehsan in the hope
that his research will help Iran to increase its grain
yield.

Silicon has been used for centuries in the
prevention of plant diseases in agriculture, Ehsan
explained. We are only now working to acquire a
more precise understanding of its role in plant
physiology and in disease prevention.

Wheat farmers could easily incorporate silicon in

their disease management strategies, he
continued. This would mean an increased
resistance to plant diseases and a reduction in the
need for fungicides. Integrating silicon application
into fertiliser treatments would be very cost-
effective.

Silicon can reduce wheat farmers' costs, increase
their profit margins, and help them meet growing
pressure for more environmentally friendly,
sustainable agriculture. So far I have studied the
disease-resistant response to silicon application of
a wide range of Australian and Iranian varieties of
wheat. I now plan to investigate the mechanisms
through which silicon enhances plants' defence
against disease, and to examine the response of
wheat to different silicon sources.
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Mr. Ehsan Tavakkoli, the Scientist

Ehsan explained that wheat farms are generally
smaller in Iran than in Australia, so Iranian farmers
do not find the chemicals used by Australian
farmers cost-effective.

During 1996-2004, he said, wheat production
increased from 10 to 14 million tons. In 2004 Iran
marked its biggest agricultural achievement,
announcing that it was self-sufficient in its grain
production (Before that it had been forced to import
several million tonnes of wheat every year). Iran
recognises that oil and gas are finite resources, he
said. Its goal is to be the number one producer of
agricultural goods in the Middle East (Currently it is
number two - behind Turkey). To help it achieve
this goal, it is looking at emerging technologies and
agriculturally advanced practices in Australia.

He said that the keenly awaited results of his research would be available to governments and farmers at
the conclusion of his PhD project in 2009.

At UNE I have found an ideal study and research environment, Ehsan said. When I came here - just over
two years ago - to undertake my Master of Science in Agriculture degree I left Iran with a suitcase and no
idea about where I was going. I have found some of the most respected, highly qualified, yet supportive
academic staff here at UNE. Professor Acram Taji, an internationally renowned scientist, is his principal
supervisor. His other supervisors are Peter English, Dr David Backhouse and Dr Chris Guppy.

Ehsan is passionate about his career and feels privileged and honoured for the opportunity to be a scientific
researcher, to learn and to teach. He believes that education is not just about job skills but about teaching
people to be good global citizens, is about building cohesive societies and is about caring for the
environment and for each other.

Read more about Ehsan at http://www-personal.une.edu.au/~etavakko/

2 Be a columnist at The Light
r_ Ny
DO you have an article about Iran or Iranian immigrants? Want to put your
Has something you’'ve read here startled you? Are you angry, thoughts on paper?

excited, puzzled or pleased? Then why don’t you express your
thought to the world?

If we publish your article, you will receive a tremendous amount of
visibility among “The Light” publication readers. ‘51\_)

The article must focus on Iran and Iranian related issues only. 2
)/,
Send your writings to: thelight@iinet.net.au | j 47/5{

Yours Sincerely

Morteza Tabatabaee

IWA website terms and conditions apply. See http://www.iranian-wa.co.nr/termofuse.html
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24 Trades and Businesses

Tabatabaee Persian Carpet
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Hawndmaole
carpets and rugs
from
Kashwmar,
Mashad, E'L(jawd, Kashan,
Tabriz, Estahan anod Naeew.

No. 1, Level 1, Shadkam Carpet Mall,
Mashad Grand Bazar (Bazar Sarshour)
Mashad, Iran.

Director: Mohammad Reza Tabatabaee

Export Manager: Hamid Reza Tabatabaee

Phone: +98 511 2258431
Mobile: +98 915 5100 646
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2 Persian Language and Literature
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Persian language is an Iranian tongue belonging to the Aryan or Indo-Iranian branch of
the Indo-European family of languages. The oldest records in Old Persian date back to the great
Persian Empire of the 6th century BC. The known history of the Persian language can be divided
into three distinct periods:Old Persian, Parthian and Middle Persian and New Persian.

Old Persian supposedly evolved from Proto-Indo-Iranian on the western wing in the Iranian plateau.
The first known written evidence of Persian appears with the rise of the Persian Empire under Cyrus
the Great of the Achaemenid dynasty in 550 BC.

During the Parthian and Sassanid empires, the morphology of the language was simplified from the
complex conjugation and declension system of Old Persian to the almost completely regularized
morphology and rigid syntax of Middle Persian.

The Islamic conquest of Persia marks the beginning of the modern history of Persian language and
literature. It is known as the golden era of Persian.The Islamic conquest of Iran commenced a
synthesis of the Arabic and Iranian tongues.

By the tenth century, the effects of this diffusion threatened to erase native Persian entirely, as
Persian writers, scientists, and scholars elected to write in Arabic, the lingua franca of the day. This
prompted Ferdowsi to compose the Shahnameh (Persian: Book of Kings), Iran's national epic,
entirely in native Persian. This gave rise to a strong reassertion of Iranian national identity, and is in
part responsible for the continued existence of Persian as a separate language.

Persian literature spans two and a half millennia, though much of the pre-Islamic

material has been lost. Its sources often come from far-flung regions beyond the borders of
present-day Iran, as the Persian language flourished and survives across wide swaths of Central
Asia. For instance, Rumi, one of Persia's (and Islam's) best-loved poets, wrote in Persian but lived
in Konya, now in Turkey and then the capital of the Seljuks. The Ghaznavids conquered large
territories in Central and South Asia, and adopted Persian as their court language. There is thus
Persian literature from areas that are now part of Afghanistan, Pakistan, India and Central Asia.
Not all this literature is written in Persian, as some consider works written by ethnic Persians in
other languages, such as Greek and Arabic, to be included.

Surviving works in Persian languages (such as Old Persian or Middle Persian) date back as far as
650 BCE, the date of the earliest surviving Achaemenid inscriptions. The bulk of the surviving
Persian literature, however, comes from the times following the Islamic conquest of Iran circa 650
CE. After the Abbasids came to power (750 CE), the Persians became the scribes and bureaucrats
of the Islamic empire and increasingly, also its writers and poets. Persians wrote both in Arabic
and Persian; Persian predominated in later literary circles. Persian poets such as Sa'di, Hafiz, Rumi
and Omar Khayyam are well known in the world and have influenced the literature of many
countries.

Reference:

Taken from Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iran#Persian language

Copyright (c) 2007 Morteza Tabatabaee.

Permission is granted to copy, distribute and/or modify this article - Persian Language and Literature -
(only) under the terms of GNU General Public License. It is subject to the terms of the "GNU Free
Documentation License, Version 1.2 or any later version published by the Free Software Foundation.”
See: http://www.gnu.org/licenses/fdl.txt
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B4  AlLexander
Saied Tabatabaee

We are so quiet.

More quiet than all the kings,
the Caesars and even the
presidents.

We are quiet.

Away from the anger, the
wrath, and the lust.

So quiet that there is even no
thought about the conquest
inside us.

Nothing, unless that latest
thought; the one who will
discover our skull,

To the sorrow caused of a
public representation at the
halls of a museum.

Translated By: Sepideh Jodeyri
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King and the gardener

Translated by Morteza Tabatabaee

One day, king Noshirvan was passing a road next to his palace,
and visited a garden along the road, where he saw an old weakling
and tired man planting a walnut tree.

The King was surprised. Stepped forward and smiled.

Good day, what are you doing man? The king asked.

Your majesty, I'm planting a walnut tree. The gardener said.

You are an old man. It would take ten years for a walnut plant to

grow and get strong enough to fruit. Do you really think that you will
live that long to use the fruit of this walnut tree? The king said.

Your majesty, I'm not planting
this for myself. I am doing this for
posterity. Others have planted for
us and we should plant for the
others. The gardener said.

The king honored the gardener’s
wise answer, and granted him
the garden.

It has been said that the old man
lived a long age and even gave
the king a gift with the fruit of the
same tree.

Reference:
Original Story taken from Marzban Nameh.

Marzban Nameh is a well-known Persian storybook, written at about 1000 years ago
by Marzban son of Rostam son of Shervin, who was an Iranian prince from
Tabarestan (now known as Mazandaran, one of the northern provinces of Iran).
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