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Happy Festive Season

By Morteza Tabatabaee
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year

With the current festive season, on behalf of IWA website, members, friends and associates of Iranians
Community in Western Australia, “The Light Publication” wish you all a Merry Christmas, a very happy
new year 2007 and safe, healthy and enjoyable holiday time.

Hope that you all have a very successful new year ahead of you.

| Eld Al'Ad ha or Feast of Sacrifice is one of the most
important feasts of the Muslim calendar. It concludes the
Pilgrimmage to Mecca and commemorates Ibrahim's (Abraham)
willingness to obey God by sacrificing his son.

According to the Quran, Ibrahim was about to sacrifice his son
when a voice from heaven stopped him and allowed him to
sacrifice a ram instead.

The feast re-enacts Ibrahim's obedience by sacrificing a cow or
ram, and donating at least two third of the meal to the poor.

Eid Ghadir is the anniversary of the Event of Ghadir, an Islamic ¢ /g c z
event on the 18th of the Islamic month of Dhul-Hijjah in which the \L\B%‘ » i
Prophet Mohammad delivered his last sermon, the feast of the official

election of the Prophet Mohammad's successor by God, and one of the
most important days of rejoicing for Shia Muslims around the world.

On the occasion of Eid Al-Adha and Eid Ghadir, and on behalf of IWA ,g -
website, members, friends and associates of Iranians Community in : QAC '
Western Australia, “The Light Publication” congratulate and wishes all

Muslims around the world and all spiritual, peace loving people from every

ethnicity and nationality, the most Happy Greetings of Eid Al-Adha and

Eid Ghadir.

Let the festivity touch everybody and let us hope for a peacefull

coexistence of people of all color, religion and race in the world without hatred or friction.

May God help all of us share in the joy of our friends and family. May He help us remember and feel
the suffering of those who are disadvantaged, oppressed or victims of calamities, so that we may work
to establish peace, love and justice for all.

Be a columnist at The Light

DO you have an article about Iran or Iranian immigrants? Has something you've T
read here startled you? Are you angry, excited, puzzled or pleased? Then why don’t | toughs on paper?
you express your thought to the world?

If we publish your article, you will receive a tremendous amount of visibility among =3
“The Light” publication readers. o
The article must focus on Iran and Iranian related issues only. Fhe ligh
Your articles could be sent to our email address, thelight@iinet.net.au

e B )
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22 Jesus in Islam

Not only Christians, but also Muslims are
believe in Jesus and participate in his birthday
celebration, the Christmas.

Muslims believe, that Jesus was one of the
mightiest messengers of God that he was the
Christ, that he was born miraculously without any
male intervention, that he gave life to the dead
by God's permission and that he healed those
born blind and the lepers by God's permission.

In fact, no Muslim is a Muslim if he or she does
not believe in Jesus! Though Jesus is mentioned
by name in twenty-five places in the Holy Quran,
he is also addressed with respect as: Ibn Maryam,
meaning "The son of Mary"; and as the Maseeh
(in Hebrew it is the Messiah), which is translated
as "Christ". He is also known as Abdullah, "The
servant of Allah"; and as Rasul u Allah, the
messenger of Allah. He is spoken of as "The Word
of God", as "The Spirit of God", as a "Sign of
God", and numerous other epithets of honour
spread over fifteen different chapters. The Holy
Quran honours this mighty messenger of God,
and the Muslims have not fallen short over the
past fourteen hundred years in doing the same.
There is not a single disparaging remark in the
entire Quran.

The birth of Jesus Christ is described in two
places of the Quran - chapter 3 and chapter 19.
Reading from the beginning of his birth, we come
across the story of Mary, and the esteemed
position, which she occupies in the House of
Islam, before the birth of Jesus is actually
announced.

"'Behold'! the angels said: 'O Mary! God hath
chosen thee and purified thee, and chosen thee
above the women of all nations"

The Holy Quran, Chapter 3,Verse 42

References:

Taken from “The True Call”
http://www.thetruecall.com
NOT copyrighted

"Chosen thee above the women of all nations."
Such an honour is not to be found given to Mary
even in the Christian Bible! The verse continues:

"O Mary! Worship thy Lord devoutly: prostrate
thyself, and bow down (in prayer) with those
who bow down."

The Holy Quran, Chapter 3,Verse 43

There is a Chapter in the Holy Quran, named
Surat u Maryam (Chapter 19) "Chapter Mary",
named in honour of Mary the mother of Jesus
Christ, peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him.
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Miraculous Birth of Jesus

"Then We sent to her Our spirit and he appeared before her as a man in all respects.
The Holy Quran, Chapter 19,Verses 16-21

This refers to angel Gabriel. So at the time this (miraculous) event took place, this pure and chaste
woman had set out to devote herself to worshipping God, and she had placed a screen in front of her
for this purpose in order to protect her honour and chastity and so that she can establish her worship.

Then lo and behold, a human that was well proportioned in his form and beauty suddenly appeared
before her. So she demonstrated the signs of her chastity and modesty in this instance, saying:
"Verily, I seek refuge in the Most Gracious (Allah) from you, if you do fear Allah."

Then the noble messenger Gabriel gave her news that caused her fear to be removed and her heart to
find tranquillity: "I am only a messenger from your Lord, (to announce) to you the gift of a righteous
son." So she replied in amazement: "How can I have a son when no man has touched me, nor am I
unchaste?" So the angel informed her: "So it will be. Your Lord said: 'That it is easy for Me. And We
wish to appoint him as a sign to mankind and a mercy from Us."

So this spirit blew (the life of Jesus) into her. So she conceived Jesus, and withdrew with the baby in
her womb to a far away place.

There she gave birth to her child and was faced with the problem that any chaste and honourable
woman like her would feel, so she wished she was dead. Then there came that removed her fear and
anxiety: "(The baby Jesus) cried out to her from below her, saying" 'Grieve not, your Lord has provided
a water stream under you.""

These were the signs and miracles
that increased her reliance,
tranquillity and faith in the fact
that God would protect her,
demonstrate that she was free
from any claims of fornication, and
manifest her honour and nobility.

So all she needed to do was to
point to this infant that the
slanderers used as a means to
accuse her of fornication.

This child said from the cradle: "Verily, I am a slave of Allah. He has given me the scripture and made
me a prophet. And He has made me blessed wherever I may be. And He has enjoined on me prayer
and giving of charity for as long as i live. And (He has enjoined me) to be dutiful to my mother, and He
has not made to be arrogant and wretched. And peace be upon me the day I was born, the day I shall
die, and the day I will be raised alive."

References:

Taken from “The True Call”

http://www.thetruecall.com

NOT copyrighted
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Event of Ghadir

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Persian rug

"Ten years after the migration (Hijrah/Hijri), the Prophet Mohammad ordered his close followers to call all the
people in different places to join him in his last pilgrimage (Hajj). On this pilgrimage he taught them how to
perform the pilgrimage (Hajj) in a correct and unified form. This was the first time that the Muslims with this
magnitude had gathered in one place in the presence of their leader, the Messenger of Allah. On his way to Mecca,
more than seventy thousand people followed the Prophet. On the fourth day of Dhul-Hajjah more than one
hundred thousand Muslims had entered Mecca. While returning to Medinah after performing his farewell Hajj, with
thousands of his followers, the Prophet ordered the caravans to stop at an intersection from which the unified
pilgrims would part ways towards their respective destinations, this also surmounts to an important juncture in
Islamic History from where the adherents would choose their pathways too.

The following verse of the Quran was revelead to The Prophet:

"O Messenger! Deliver what has been revealed to you from your Lord; and if you do it not, then you have not
delivered His message (at all), and Allah will protect you from the people; (5:67)"

Upon receiving the verse, the Prophet (S) stopped at Ghadir (the pond of Khum) which was extremely hot. Then
he sent for all people who went ahead, to come back and waited until all pilgrims who fell behind, arrived and
gathered. He ordered Salman the Persian to use rocks and camel hoods to make a pulpit (minbar) so he could
make his announcement. It was around noon time in the first of the Fall, and due to the extreme heat in that
valley, people were wrapping their robes around their feet and legs, and were sitting around the pulpit, on the hot
rocks.

On this day the Messenger of Allah spent approximately five hours in this place; three hours of which he was on
the pulpit. He recited nearly one hundred verses from The Glorious Quran, and for seventy three times reminded
and warned people of their deeds and future. Then he gave them a long speech:

"O my people! I am going to be recalled shortly and I must comply. I shall be interrogated and you also shall be
interrogated. What will you say then?" The entire audience answered: "We shall bear withess that you did convey
to us the message of Allah, and tried your best to guide us on the right path and always gave us good console.
May Allah bless you with a good reward." The Prophet proceeded: "Why do you not bear witness that - there is no
god but Allah and that Mohammad is His slave and Messenger, - and that Paradise is true, - Hell is true, - Death is
true, - Resurrection after death is true, - that the Day of Judgment will doubtlessly come and that Allah will raise
to life the dead from their graves?" They said: "O Yes! We bear witness to all this."

Then he said: "O Allah! You also may witness." Then he said: 'O my people! Allah is my Mawla and I am mawla of
the faithful and I have superior right on and control over their lives. And this Ali is the mawla of all those of whom
I am mawla. O Allah! Love him who loves him and hate him who hates him." He further said: "O my people! I will
precede you and you also shall arrive at the pool of Kawthar, the pool wider than the distance between Basrah and
San'a', and there are on the pool as many goblets of silver as stars. When you shall reach me I shall interrogate
you about your behavior towards the two in-valuable assets after my death.

The major asset is the Book of Allah, the Mighty and Glorious, one end of which is in the hand of Allah, the
Exalted, and the other end of which in your hands. Grasp it tightly and do not go astray and do not change or
amend it. The other asset is my Progeny, who are my Ahl al-Bayt. Allah the Gracious and Omniscient has informed
me that the two will not part from each other before they reach me at the pool.

Immediately after the Prophet (S) finished his speech, the following verse of Holy Quran was revealed:

"Today I have perfected your religion and completed my bounty upon you, and I was satisfied that Islam be your
religion." (Quran 5:3)

After his speech, the Messenger of Allah asked every body to give the oath of allegiance to Ali (AS) and
congratulate him.

References:

Taken from Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Persian rug

Copyright (c) 2006 Morteza Tabatabaee.

Permission is granted to copy, distribute and/or modify this article - Event of Ghadir - (only) under the terms of
GNU General Public License. It is subject to the terms of the "GNU Free Documentation License, Version 1.2 or any
later version published by the Free Software Foundation.”

See: http://www.gnu.org/licenses/fdl.txt
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=8 Introducing Iranian Personalities

MR. Naser Mostafavi, an Iranian Scientist, Geographer, Palaeoclimatologist and
“Aeolian Geomorphologist” was born in Bandar Turkman (located in Golestan Province north
of Iran) in 1976. He completed his undergraduate studies and MSc degrees at Gorgan
University of Agriculture & Natural Resources and the University of Tehran, respectively.

On completion of his Master’s degree, the Ministry of Science, Research and Technology of
Iran have awarded him with a full scholarship to study for his PhD.

Since 2003, he is living in Perth and studying toward his PhD at the School of Earth and
Geographical Sciences of UWA, the University of Western Australia.

His specialty is Aeolian Geomorphology, and his expertises include Palaeoclimatology, climate
change and its impact on aeolian landscape stability.

Naser has made
significant
contributions to the
researches on the
“Climate change and
its impact on aeolian
landscape stability”
during his
involvement with
many aeolian

geomorphology

research projects.

I still remember my first impressions about Perth, and how it was different from other places
I knew.

Three years ago on one spring afternoon, arriving at the airport and then for the next half an
hour fascinating drive to the city, looking at the rows of palm trees and magnificent Swan
River, my wife and I were convinced that we had picked a right place to live for next few
years. Naser said.

Geomorphology is the branch of geology that studies the characteristics and configuration and evolution of rocks and landforms.
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Persian Carpet

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Persian rug

Persian Carpet is an essential part of Persian art and culture. Carpet-weaving is
undoubtedly one of the most distinguished manifestations of Persian culture and art, and dates back to
the Bronze Age (c.3500-2000 BC).

The earliest surviving corpus of Persian carpets come from the Safavid dynasty (1501-1736) in the
16th century. However, painted depictions prove a longer history of production. There is much variety
among classical Persian carpets of the 16th and 17th century. Common motifs include scrolling vine
networks, arabesques, palmettes, cloud bands, medallions, and overlapping geometric compartments
rather than animals and humans. Persian Art being based in Shia Islam does not take the hard line
against human representation that we see in Sunni influenced Turkish rug weaving. Figural designs are
particularly popular in the Iranian market and are not nearly as common in rugs exported to the west.

Materials

Wool is the most common material for rugs but cotton is frequently used for the foundation of city and
workshop rugs. Silk carpets date back to at least the sixteenth century in Sabzavar and the
Seventeenth century in Kashan and Yezd. Silk rugs are less common than wool carpets since silk is
more expensive and less durable; they tend to increase in value with age. Due to their rarity, value
and lack of durability, silk rugs are often displayed on the wall like tapestries rather than being used as
floor coverings.

History

With the passage of time, the materials used in carpets, including wool and cotton, decay. Therefore
archaeologists are rarely able to make any particularly useful discoveries during archaeological
excavations.

What has remained from early times as evidence of carpet-weaving is nothing more than a few pieces
of worn-out rugs. Such fragments do not help very much in recognizing the carpet-weaving
characteristics of pre-Seljuk period (13th and 14th centuries AD) in Persia.

Among the oldest pieces discovered are those found in Eastern Turkestan, dating back to the third to
fifth centuries AD, and also some of the hand-weavings of the Seljuks of Asia Minor on exhibit in
Ala’edin Mosque in Konya and Ashrafoghlu Mosque in Beyshehir, Turkey. These pieces attracted the
attention of researchers earlier this century, and now they are kept in the Museum of Turkish and
Islamic Art in Istanbul and the Mowlana Museum in Konya.

In a unique archaeological excavation in 1949, the exceptional Pazyryk carpet was discovered among
the ices of Pazyryk Valley, in Altai Mountains in Siberia. The carpet was found in the grave of a
Scythian prince by a group of Russian archaeologists under the supervision of Sergei Ivanovich
Rudenko. Radiocarbon testing initially indicated that the Pazyryk carpet was woven in the 5th century
BC but correction of a calibration error later gave a date 200 years later circa 300 BC. This carpet is
1.83 m2 (19.7 ft2) and has 36 symmetrical knots per cm2 (232 per inch2). The advanced weaving
technique used in the Pazyryk carpet indicates a long history of evolution and experience in this art.
Most experts believe that the Pazyryk carpet is a late achievement of at least one thousand years of
technique evolution and history.

According to this theory the art of carpet-weaving is at least 3500 years old.

A number of rugs believed to have been woven by the famous Daddeh family were recently discovered
and then auctioned in Agra, India, fetching some of the highest prices ever observed in the rug
market.
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Persian Carpet

The Persian Carpet Today

From the yarn fiber to the colors, every part
of the Persian rug is traditionally hand made
from natural ingredients over the course of
many months. This arduous process is
shown in the Japanese/Iranian film Carpet
of Wind, directed by Kamal Tabrizi.

Although carpet production is now mostly mechanized, traditional hand woven rugs are still widely
found all around the world, and usually have higher prices than their machine woven counterparts.
Many fine pieces of the Persian carpet are to be found in The Carpet Museum of Iran in Tehran.

Traditional Centers of carpet production in Iran (Persia)

The major classical centers of carpet production in Persia were in Tabriz (1500-1550), Kashan (1525-
1650), Herat (1525-1650), and Kerman (1600-1650). The majority of carpets from Tabriz have a
central medallion and quartered corner medallions superimposed over a field of scrolling vine
ornament, sometimes punctuated with mounted hunters, single animals, or animal combat scenes.
Perhaps the best-known of the Tabriz works are the twin Ardabil carpets most likely made for the
shrine at Ardabil (today in the collections of the Victoria and Albert Museum in London and the Los
Angeles County Museum). Kashan is known for its silk carpet production. Most famously, for the three
silk hunting carpet masterpieces depicting mounted hunters and animal prey (currently in the
collections of the Vienna Museum of Applied Arts (aka the MAK), the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, and
the Stockholm Museum). The Kashan rugs are among the most valuable in existence. One carpet, for
example, is known to have been sold in Germany for $20,000 in 1969.

The Herat carpets, or ones of similar design created in Lahore and Agra, India, are the most numerous
in Western collections. They are characterized by a red field with scrolling vine ornament and palmettes
with dark green or blue borders.

The seven classes of Kerman carpet were defined by May Beattie. She identified their unique structure
and named it the "vase technique." Carpet types in this group include garden carpets (ornamented
with formal gardens and water channels) and the ogival lattice carpets. A fine and well-known example
of the later was purchased by the Victoria and Albert Museum under the guidance of William Morris.
The influence of Persian carpets is readily apparent in his carpet designs.

Types of carpets

Carpet dealers have developed a classification for Persian carpets based on design, type of fabric, and
weaving technique. The categories are named for cities and areas associated with each design, such as
Kashan, Kashmar, Kerman, Mashad, Birjand, Naeen, Qom, Tehran, Tabriz, Esfahan and Shiraz.

References:
Taken from Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Persian rug

Copyright (c) 2006 Morteza Tabatabaee.

Permission is granted to copy, distribute and/or modify this article - Persian Carpet - (only) under the
terms of GNU General Public License. It is subject to the terms of the "GNU Free Documentation
License, Version 1.2 or any later version published by the Free Software Foundation.”

See: http://www.gnu.org/licenses/fdl.txt
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22 Kashmar Carpet
By Ehsan Afzalzadeh Naini

Translated from Persian by Fereidoun Haghighi

In the past, the city of Kashmar (A City in Khorasan Province, Iran) was one of the important
cities in Ghehestan (an old name for Khorasan Province of today) and the city was also called
"Torshiz". Torshiz was part of a region called Pousht.

Geographically speaking, Kashmar is situated in Khorasan Province, the largest province in Iran, with
the distance of 926 kilometers from Tehran, the capital of Iran, and an altitude of 1,215 meters from
the sea level. Neighboring cities from North are Sabzevar and Nishabour, from West Shahroud, from
South Gonabad, Ferdous and Tabas, and from East Torbat-e- Heydarieh.

The history of carpet weaving in Kashmar goes back to 150
years, and the contemporary art of carpet weaving dates back
before the year 1300 (Persian Solar Calendar). However,
between the years 1260 to 1280 (PSC) the carpet production
in mass is recorded by historians.

The first master weaver in the Kashmar region was
Mohammad Kermani who despite his last name was not a
native of Kerman city but people say that he was born in a
village called "Froutagheh" near Kashmar. According to the
historians, the master weaver brought the knowledge of
carpet weaving from Kerman Province and probably his first
work was ordered by Said Hussein Sajjadi a native and
resident of Froutagheh and a renowned carpet producer.

There are some important villages around Kashmar that
played crucial role in carpet weaving and carpet production in
the region such as: Froutagheh, Gazkhaneh, Fadafeyn, Farg,
Torbaghan, RezghAbad, ArefAbad, and also in some other
districts in the vicinity like: Soltanieh, Hidarieh, FiezAbad,
Ghojd, KouhSourkh, KhalilAbad, and Bardaskan there were
carpet producers who also remained very active in the region.

The villages and districts above started to produce carpets at different stages of time; for instance, in
Torbaghan weaving had started in 1345 to 1346 (Persian Solar Calendar), in KouhSourkh the
production began in 1350 (PSC) and in Bardaskan district in 1355 (PSC).

In Kashmar there was disparity regarding the quality and the price of rugs in early years. In 1330
(PSC), the carpets in the region were in low RAJ (the number of knots in 7 centimeter), low quality and
low price. However, during the years 1340 to 1341 (PSC) and with the presence of Mr. Alipour, the
carpet industry revives again in the area.

During the years 1353-1354 (PSC), Kashmar carpet find his place and starts to climb the ladder of
success and even by the departure of Mr. Alipour in 1358, his designs and patterns were used and
practiced by others who had flair for creating master pieces such as Mr. Shojaii whose work gained
reputation internationally.
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Kashmar Carpet

Tabatabaee Persian Carpet

Half of century
experiences and
M’Lstorg Ln carpet whole
sell business with
carpet retailers ano
exporters.

Hawndwmade carpets
and rugs from
Kashmar,
Mashad, Blrjand,
rashaw, Tabriz,
Esfahan and Naeen.

No.1, Level 1, Shadkam Carpet Mall,
Mashad Grand Bazar (Bazar Sarshour)
Mashad, Iran.

Director: Mohammad Reza Tabatabaee
Export Manager: Hamid Reza Tabatabaee
Phone: +98 511 2258431
Mobile: +98 915 5100 646
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A Cup of Tea
By Saied Tabatabaee

Translated by Sepideh Jodeiri

In suffices to think that at this very moment, all the people on the globe desire to
have a cup of tea. Do you know what will happen then?!!!

We should right now, at this moment, get
out of the sofa and go to the kitchen
passing calmly through the furniture. We
should take the kettle from the rack, pour
some water into the kettle and put it on
the stove with a regulated burner. Now we
can go back to the sofa. In order to keep
we busy for a few minutes, we can switch
on the TV or fetch the morning newspaper
from the table to go through the
advertisement page and read the
advertisement on tea bags. But it is better
to stay in the kitchen and watch the boiling
of water. Watch the small bubbles appear
on the bottom of the kettle and gradually
come up, and all of a sudden we find that
the water is boiling. Now, we should pour
the boiled water into the cup and then put
a tea bag in the cup and wait for it to show
its color. If the tea is of good quality it will
give color soon. After a while, the desired
color of the tea can be seen. Then we take
the tea bag out of the cup and throw it into
the rubbish bin. Let’s add a little sugar to

the tea and the task is over. It is enough to stir the cup with a small spoon to dissolve

the sugar in the cup.

Now, Let's put the cup of tea on tray and leave the kitchen, pass through the
furniture and sit beside the table with a newspaper - an ideal place for enjoying the

cup of tea.

Now, as the cup of tea is put on the table, we lay on the sofa comfortably and think:
If all the people, right now, just right now, desired to have a cup of tea, what will

then happen?
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Liar Shepherd

Translated by Morteza Tabatabaee

Once upon a time, there lived a shepherd in a village that time to time
shouted: Help, Help, There's a wolf here. Wolf. Wolf.

The people ran toward him in a
panic to save him and his herd
from the wolf attack.

When the people reached him,
they saw no wolf was there and
the shepherd was laughing at
them.

The people understand that he
lied again.

One day, really a wolf attacked
the shepherd and his herd.

Shepherd cried for help. People thought he was lying again and avoid
going for help.

Nobody helped him. Liar shepherd left alone and wolf ripped out his
sheep.

Moral — You cannot believe a liar, even when he tells the truth.
Reference:

Original story taken from Farsi Literature book of grade two of Iranian primary schools.
To read more good stories see www.goodstories.co.nr
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