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The Light
Society

=& Editor Letter
By Morteza Tabatabaee
It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the first edition of )///\() %yﬁ/, the literary, cultural

and social publication of Iranian of Western Australia. I would first like to thank you all for reading the
first edition of this publication. Finally, I would like to let you know that “The Light” depend on you.
Therefore I would like to ask you to provide me with your feedback, without which I would be unable to
understand if “The Light” is useful, on the right track or what I can do to make it better.

Let together make “The Light” a light. Thanks again to everyone. I hope you enjoy.

The Light for many years to come!

IWA and The Light

IWA, the website of “Iranian of Western
Australia” is a not-for-profit, online information
and business directory incorporated in Perth to
support Iranian Community, and to promote
Iranian Businesses of Western Australia, as well —

as Persian culture, art, music and literature. : E

e S D )
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IWA goal is to assist all Iranian business owners
and professionals to establish a presence on the
Internet, where they can promote their business,
services or products to a large Persian and non-
Persian audience worldwide, and also to help all
Iranians residing in Western Australia to easily
find the businesses, services and information they

need. S <erirm
The website came into being on March 2005 with e

oy
the initial name of “Iranian Businesses Directory S
of Western Australia” (IBD), and with continuos v g
support from community grew up fast, however Frwaid
after a while due to many different features and b
services it turned to be more than a business m LR T
directory, so has been decided to give it a new I e

name, the IWA.

What's On IWA Website

IWA keep you informed with the latest news
broadcasted by BBC World (in Farsi). Brings you
the joy of watching Iranian TV channels, Listening IWA, the unique web site for the Iranian
to F_arsi_ rac_lio br_oadcastings, Listening to the community of Western Australia, provides free
media files including speeches, prayers, poems business listing for Iranian residing in Western
and Persian music, Reading Farsi newspapers,  aystralia. To register your business with IWA,
accessing the business directory, Internet  igjt the website www.iranian-wa.co.nr and click
shopping, Persian calendar, Fal-e-Hafez, Persian on the option Register Your Business. Please
to Persian dictionary, Persian-English dictionary, make sure you include your Business Details,

?nd ﬁ!lsdo learning Farsi materials and good stories telephone number and a valid email address.
or children.
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Society
=& IWA and The Light (continued)

IWA also includea "Community Notice Board” and pages about Iran and Western Australia.

Magnificent Persia

Magnificent Persia provide information about IRAN and link to other web sites comprising history, art,
culture, places of interest as well as great pictures from Tehran (best viewed by Internet explorer).

Welcome to Western Australia

Welcome to Western Australia provide information as well as link to Australian websites about
immigration, Western Australia, Universities, Education, Employment, Renting and Buying home and
services that migrants arriving to Western Australia may need.

Community Notice Board

Community Notice Board is IWA weblog dedicated to Iranian residing in WA to publish what they would
like to say or announce. If there is any article, news, etc suitable for all Iranian residing in WA, then
post it to iwa.admin@iinet.net.au.
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DO you have an article about Iran or Iranian immigrants? Has something you've
read here startled you? Are you angry, excited, puzzled or pleased? Then why don't
you express your thought to the world?

IWA now also has a new service for Iranian community,
“the light” publication.

ej/)T() Q/j/y/ll, a literary, cultural and social publication

that now you are reading its first issue, would be published
in digital format, every other month for the next two issues
and from coming March on quarterly basis, and will be
emailed to the subscribers of IWA mailing list.

IWA may also consider publishing the paper version of “the
light” in near future if required, however there is no doubt
that its continuos publishing and development would be
depend very much on the support “the light” may receive.

If you are not a subscriber and would like to receive “The
Light Publication” from IWA, you may visit the website
WWwWw.iranian-wa.co.nr and submit your request online.

You may also send an email to iwa.admin@iinet.net.au
with the word SUBSCRIBE as subject.

Be a columnist at The Light

Want fo put your
thoughts on paper?

If we publish your article, you will receive a tremendous amount of visibility among %3
“The Light” publication readers.

The article must focus on Iran and Iranian related issues only.

The light

Your articles could be sent to our email address, thelight@iinet.net.au
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Society

24 Introducing Iranian Personalities

By Hamideh Anjomshoa

MR. Payam Khajeh, an accomplished Iranian professional
designer and artist, was born in Kerman, Iran in 1974 (1353
HS).

Although he had painting experiences from his art training
and experimental learning in "Kerman Naghsh-e-Honar
Workshop" and his painting skill was already peaking to
professional level, due to his parents wish he started to study
the Mechanical Engineering at "Bahonar Engineering and
Science University of Kerman", Iran, when he graduated from
his high school.

Bachelor of Fine Arts deg

life, provide him with

Projects/Activities:

e Drawing and painting of 1100 sq meters Green Castle
Museum wall, Tehran, Iran in six months (1378 HS).

e Participating in many Group Painting Exhibitions, Tehran,
Iran (1379-1380 HS).

e Held many Individual Painting Exhibitions, Tehran, Iran
(1382 HS).

e Participating in Group Painting Exhibitions, Perth, Australia
(2005-2006).

« Held painting training courses and workshops at Ellise
House Art Centre and Nedland Art Centre, Perth, Australia
(2005-2006).

Awards:

There’s not much way

However later he decided to follow his heart and become a full
time artist, so he has left his engineering studies and pursued his
studies at Kerman University of fine arts, where he earned his

ree in painting.

Studying the fine arts at university opened a new chapter in his
the opportunity to learn from master
painters in different area and he began to experiment with new
forms of exploration in his art.

As a fine artist he has exhibited his oil, acrylic and watercolour
art works in many art festivals, exhibitions and galleries.

e Second prize winner of visual Art's Festival, Tehran, Iran for
his watercolour painting (1375 HS).
e First prize winner of visual Art's Festival, Tehran, Iran for his
watercolour painting (1376 HS).

He now resides with his family in Perth, Australia, where the
weather is great year-round and scenic attraction are plentiful.
to put his paintings into words and the
best way to understand his accomplishments and to learn his
artistic language is through his own visual words, his paintings,
with their fine brushwork and colours.
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=4 The challenge of living abroad

By Katrin Keramati

Tradltlona"y migration has been viewed as movement of people from a country to another,
confronting many difficulties, with the hope of achieving financial improvement, freedom and in general a better
situation in their life. Although this view of the migration is still more or less applicable, but in recent years a new
perspective of migration is raising that in today’s world, known as global village, with enormous communication
and transport services and ‘global networks’ for exchanging information, products and services, movement of
people is now became as a part of modern life. With progressive integration economies and job markets around
the world, particularly through trade and financial flows, the movement of people across international borders now
could be seen as essential part of the globalization process (International Organization for Migration, 2005).

Every year many of people decide to live and work outside of their native country. At the glance, living and
working overseas looks extremely alluring. Experiencing a new country with different environment, sights, culture
and language sounds very exciting, and for sure has many benefits, however it is more complex than what it
seems to be. Moving to live and work in a new country mutually has its benefits and many challenges
(Essortment, 2002) such as settlement issues, employment and also the culture, which I chose to discuss it here.

Culture

People who used to live outside their home country and their original culture shape a ‘unique culture’, which
known as ‘Third-Culture’. People with this culture are in one sense belongs to everywhere and in another sense
they belong nowhere. They view the world in a different way. They travelled to different places, experienced
different political environments, eaten unusual foods, and have seen and experienced many things that nobody at
home is familiar with. However this culture also has its own problems, questions, achievements and
dissatisfaction. They may sometime feel alone even in the crowd, lost in another culture, cut off from the familiar
with a longing to return yet a resistance to going back home (Latin America Mission, 2005).

Cultural differences

Living in another culture especially at the beginning may present ethical, psychological. Physical, and emotional
challenges and can be very difficult. The unfamiliar new cultural environment can challenge your way of life,
principles, beliefs, and your opinion about your place in the world (Essortment, 2002).

For some people, even after long period of time living abroad, and even if they marry someone from their new
home, they may not really accept the culture of their adopted land. They could always remain somewhat
strangers, by sticking to their different language, culture and life style. People in this situation may frequently feel
misunderstood, or try to judge the ‘behaviour and values’ of the people of their new country. For some people it
might be easier to simply explain those differences as ‘Cultural differences’. However the better way is to accept
that the new environment could be seen from another window and try to understand the new culture instead using
right or wrong (Essortment, 2002).

Ethnic Language

Another problem for the people living in another country is that their children often may not use their native
language properly. According to some researches many of migrant students are unable to speak their native
language skilfully, because first of all their schools do not encourage them to maintain and develop their ethnic
language, and secondly they are using English everywhere, and their ethnic language only when they speak to
their parents. As a result the young persons usually cut off from their own cultural and linguistic roots.

References:
Essortment (2002), Career tips: Working and living abroad, 2002, Retrieved 20/11/2005, from
http://ky.essortment.com/livingworkinga recl.htm

International Organization for Migration (2005), World migration: Managing migration challenges and
responses for people on the move, 2003, Retrieved 20/11/2005, from
http://www.iom.int/DOCUMENTS/PUBLICATION/EN/chap02p49 56 thematic.pdf

Latin America Mission (2005), International congregations offer opportunities-challenges to pastors, 2005,
Retrieved 20/11/2005, from http://www.lam.org/view.htmI?id=282
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:& Sa’di, the great Persian Poet

By Petri Liukkonen from http://www.kirjasto.sci.fi

Sa'dl (c. 1213-1292), the Persian poet and prose writer, whose best-known works include Bustan
(1256-57, The Fruit Garden), which contains histories, personal anecdotes, fables and moral
instructions, and Gulistan (1258, The Rose Garden), a didactic work composed both of prose and
verse. Sa'di is basically a moralist. In Persia his golden maxims were highly valued and considered a
treasure of true wisdom.
Condonation is laudable but nevertheless
Apply no salve to the wound of an oppressor of the people.
He who had mercy upon a serpent
Knew not that it was an injury to the sons of Adam.
(from The Rose Garden)

Sa’‘di, was born in Shiraz. Little is known of his life, starting from the exact date of his birth. The year
of Sa'di's birth is in some sources 1184, due to some misconceptions. However, it is known that Sa'di
was orphaned at an early age. Later he mover to Baghdad, where he studied at the Nezamiyeh
College. After completing his studies, Sa'di took to a wandering life. Also the conditions in Persia were
unsettled. The Mongols had turned against the Islamic states and eventually conquered Baghdad in
1258. One of Sa'di's odes is a lament on the fall of the city.

Sa'di travelled in the Middle East, he was captured in North Africa by the Franks and was forced to
labour on the fortress of Tripoli. It is possible that Sa'di made the pilgrimage to Mecca. Sa'di claims
also to have visited Kashghar and India. In 1256-57 Sa'di returned to his native Shiraz and become
known as a writer. His pseudonym Sa'di took from the local ruler, Sa'd ibn Zangi. After a long end
eventful life, Sa'di died in Shiraz on December 9, 1292. His tomb is considered a national shrine. The
complete works of Sa'di were published in Persian at Calcutta in 1791-95. Sadi's writings were first
translated into French in 1634 and into German twenty years later. La Fontaine based his 'Le songe
d'un habitant du Mogol' on a story from Gulistan (chapter 2:16), Diderot, Voltaire, Hugo and Balzac
referred to Sa'di's works, and Goethe had adaptations from him in West-Ostlicher Divan. In the United
States Ralph Waldo Emerson addressed a poem of his own to Sa'di.

Sa'di was a contemporary of Jalal ad-Din Rumi (1207-1273), famous for his didactic epic Masnavi-ye
Ma'navi (Spiritual Couplets). The theme of Rumi's ghazals was sacred love; Sa'di wrote about profane
love, although some of his ghazals were mystical: "I am happy through the world because the world is
happy through Him; / I love the whole world because the whole world is His." The ghazal form, which
Sa'di popularized, had been neglected until the thirteenth century. His work paved way for Hafez (d. c.
1388), who become considered the master of the form. In the ghazals the two lines of the first couplet
rhyme with one another and with the second line of the following couplets, the individual couplets are
often independent of each other. Sa'di's ghazals were held together by a unifying view.

Sa'di's style is pure, simple and elegant, his tone is sometimes severe, sometimes cheerful, blending
humor with cynicism. The Bustan was presented to the local ruler. It consisted of "dissertations on
justice, good government, beneficence, earthly and mystic love, humility, submissiveness,
contentment and other excellences" (R. Levy). The Gulistan dealt with various subjects, from the
manners of kings to the rules for conduct in life. On the cause for composing the book Sa'di wrote: "I
may compose for the amusement of those who look and for the instruction of those who are present a
book of a Rose Garden, a Gulistan, whose leaves cannot be touched by the tyranny of autumnal blasts
and the delight of whose spring the vicissitudes of time will be unable to change into the inconstancy of
autumn." Both books contained reflections on the behaviour and teachings of dervishes, with whom
Sa'di sympathized.
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Kid’s Corner
FALLA

2% The fox and the rooster

Translated by Morteza Tabatabaee

A fox was passing a village, where saw a rooster walking around. Slowly walked toward the rooster.

Hello my friend. How are you going? [ o
Your father was a friend of mine and
we had very good days together. He
had a very beautiful sound and often
he was singing for me.

How is your sound? Can you sing as
nice as your father? The fox said.

Fox’s trick affected. Yes, of course. My
sound is even better than my dad’s,
and I will show you right away. The
rooster said.

Rooster closed his eyes and started to
sing. As soon as rooster closed his
eyes, the fox jumped and caught the
rooster and ran away.

The villagers’ dogs saw the fox and
followed him. The fox was running and
the dogs were behind him.

Everything happened fast and the
rooster didn't know what to do. He
tried to found a way out.

If you want that dogs leave you alone tell them that you didn't caught me from their village. The
rooster said.

Although the fox was clever, but beguiled and opened his mouth to talk. As soon as the fox opened his
mouth, the rooster jumped out over a tree.

Hopeless fox looked at the rooster and said: Damn the mouth that opens untimely, and rooster said:
Damn the eyes that closes untimely.

Reference:

Original story taken from Farsi Literature book of grade two of Iranian primary schools.
To read more good stories see www.goodstories.co.nr
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Skateboarder
(Year 2004)

Emad Tabatabaee
10 Years Old
Western Australia

Volcano (Year 2004)
Hesam Tabatabaee
10 Years Old
Western Australia

3l
c‘.w)Lb o] J,&u
Ll il = b 59350 9 <L

Cow and the Wolf (Year 2004)
Nicole Smethurst

8 Years Old

Victoria State, Australia

'Email: thelight @iinet.
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Editor

Morteza Tabatabaee

Contributors

Saied Tabatabaee
Katrin Keramati
Hamideh Anjomshoa

Design and photo illustration

Morteza Tabatabaee

Photographers

Hamideh Anjomshoa
Morteza Tabatabaee

Advertising and public relation
Morteza 0405 766 208

Web: WWW.iranian-wa.co.nr
Email: thelight@iinet.net.au

Email: tcffc.au@iinet.net.au

Help Us to Help Children

www.tcffc.co.nr
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